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The PREFACE. | 


F in the Peruſal of this ſmall Tract, 
the Reader finds but ſmall Satisfaction, 
hope he will not much wonder at it, 
— when he remembers, that Larger Vo- 
lumes, and even Learned Ones too, in Mat- 
ters eſpecially of this Nature, do not always 
anſwer Expectation. I pretend to no great 
| ſhare of Learning, nor any large meaſure 
of Acute Fudgment; only I am naturally 
diſpos d to Thinking and Conſideration, and 
upon the Occaſion mentioned at the Entrance 
f the Enſuing Diſcourſe, which is no ficti- 
tious Pretence, but a thing that did really. 
happen about two years agoe, I took a Fancy 
to ſet down my thoughts upon this abſtruſe 
Subject. Some few that have ſeen it in Ma- 
nuſcript, have thought it to be tollerable 
Senſe, and might perhaps be a further Oc- 
caſion to ſome Man of better Parts to 
ſpeak more clearly to the Point, for which 
Cauſe I am not unwilling to permit it's Pub-. 
lication; for I believe the Subject has not 
been hitherto exhauſted; and I deſire nothing 
more than to be ont-done, or even confuted, by 
C ny one that £473 make things more coherent, | 
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and better vindicate the Divine Attributes. 
In the mean time, * have met with a © 


5 


thinking ) thinketo bring that under Reaſon, 
which ſo great a Wit hath ranked among 
things above it? So that the importance of | 
the Attempt will not (I fear) account for 
the ill management of it : Yet its Innocence 
will ( I hope) defend it from any heavy Cen- 
ſure. If I have not wholly ſubdud my Pro- 
_ wince unto Reaſon, yet I have given it a kind * 
of Negative Voice; that is, tho? Reaſon can= 
not abſolutely command the Affirmative, it 
hall ne vertheleſs ſo far rule the Oppeſer, as to 
prevent his Negative. Some things muſt 
be grant ed, tho perhaps not without diſſi. 
culty, becauſe they cannot be deny d without 
far greater Inconvenien ee. 
fit be ſaid, We cannot underſtand hom 
5 any thing can be certain, and yet contingent ; _ 
or bow a voluntary Action can be foreſeen, 
which depends upen Free- choice, and that at 
95 . any, 


RNS IEE IT la 6 
= l 


—gyL„—k— 


ee NSS 


. The Preface. 


any ti me > bet it be effected, may be riches 

done or let alone. Let ſuch Perſons try | 

how they can clear the Inconveniencies of | 

a4 Ipnorant and Imperfett Deity, which | 
will lye hard upon them if they grant not Di- 
vine Preſcience. On the other ſide, let them 
ſee with what ſucceſs they can take away 
- diſtributive Juſtice, and root out the Noti- 
| on and Exiſtence of Good and Evil; which 
tas is of Neceſſity incumbent on them that 
deny Man to bea Free Agent, If things 
„ to come be not foreſeen, nhat will become 
„„, Divine Providence? If there be not in 
- | Man a free Election, where is ſu? for 
where there is no choice, how can any one 
id Chooſe amiſs ? To chaſtiſe 2 Child for Diſ- 
1. obedience, would be all one as to whip my 
iz Clock for going amiſs. Either God Al- 
mig he) foreſees things future, or he cannot 

| be God: Either Man is a voluntary. Agent, 

fi. or he cannot be Man, If theſe things there- 
al fore will not ſtand rogether, Reaſon it ſelf may 
ſeem impertinent, and ts nathral Concluſions 

% w #ltogether uſcleſs : For, to what purpoſe is 
Diſcourſe or Raticcination, when ether there 

en, ban be no Iranſgreſſion, or none to Fake Fer. 

tar) tice f it, and puniſh it? 
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= Theſe are the inConveniencics which. men. 
kv run the bee 15 in this matter : F or rather. 
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than admit one apparent difficulty, which con- | i; 
fig perhaps only in the narromneſs of humane if 
under ſt anding,they chooſe to fill the World with © 1 
Contradiction and Abſurdity. Some will ven- 
ture to mix Heaven and Earth together, un- 


der a State of War and Rapine, without ary © 75 
| ſenſe of Divine Authority to Awe Revellious b, 
\ Aankind; and others will attempt to turn 0 
God out of the World, becauſe they cannot } 
/ DO 7 So M145 j | - 2 t - 
| comprehend his Perfections and Operatiens, Lc, 


But ſurely it is not adviſable to Caſhier © 


| every thing that puts a ſfireſs upon our © by 
t limitted Faculties, nor TH down all thoſe | ö i 
; things for falſe, which conſiſt not well with 5 
' aphat we apprehend to be true. To which pur- ur 
| Poſe the Diſcourſe above mentioned contains 5 
4 parcel of the Nobleſt Inſtances, apply d and 2. 


 manag d with the greateſt Clearneſs, and to hs 
| the higheſt Ends and Advantage, of any 
Hook I have hitherto met with. From thence - 
I gladly learn, that there are certain Pri- r 
' _wiledg d Things, which mill by no means 
ſtoop to Common Reaſon, nor accommodate 
' themſelves tothoſe Rules and Meaſures which * 
are ſufficient for other Matters. Not but that ) 
there it a peculiar ſort of Reaſon in theſe alſo, „, 
For tho they are above my Reaſon to apprehend * 7 
them fully, yet I apprehend very good Reaſon * 
why they ſhould be fo. For, either my Capacity | 
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is bounded, or it is not; if it be, tis ſureto be 
| | over-power d in graſping an unlimitted thing; 
F not, it muſt then be infinite: And ſince I 
= | know many Capacities about the ſame Level 
- q with mine own, and not a few incomparably | 
greater, it muſt follow, that, not only a mul- 
Y  titnde of infinites are conſiſtent, but a Num- 
0 ber alſo of Capacities, each of which is more 


than infinite; which Concluſion 1 think is more 
than ſufficiently abſurd, Beſides, ſince God 
cannot do what is inconſiſtent, or involves 
4 Contradiction, be could not create a Power + 
or Faculty, comprehenſive of his own Perfe- 
74 ctions; for that could be no leſs than infinite. 
he cannot parcel out his peculiar Attributes 
unto his Creatures; for that would imply s 
„ contradiction. Wherefore the moſt ſhallow- 
| | Reaſon may conclude, there muſt of neceſſity. 
be thoſe things, which the moſt refined Wit 


Y | cannot adequately comprebend, 


And this is ſo, not only in reference tothe | 
1 


Divine Perfettions, but in things alſo of @& 
lower Nature, of which it may not be impro- 
* per to inſert one inſt ance in this place, where 
by an undeniable Truth will appear tobe at- 
' tended with unaccountable difficulty, For 
4 the Enſuing Diſcourſe pretends not to anſwer 
 allthe Cavils that may be made againſt 4 
Meridian Truth, ( which yet like the Sun it 
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5 | The Pretace. 


of Divine Preſctence, and of voluntary Ele- 
Eon; toevince the neceſſity of admitting th m 
both; toaccommoaate the ſee ming Oppoſition, 


ard to point out ſome of thoſe unconcluding 


34, eo affert from the Scriptures, the Truth. 


elf) bath ſome Obſcurities; much leſs doth | 
it undertake to make men ſee, Who are either 
blind or ſhut their Eyes. But the defiendf it 


{ 
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Arguments, that miſlead Men to apprehend 


ö an incon ſiſi ence where there is none. Rut in 


caſe I have not performed this with ſuſſicient 


* 
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cording to Decimal Arithmetickgand you ſhall 


| Strength and Clearneſs of Expreſſion, it will. ; 
mot be forreign to the matter in hand, to ſew 
1 by an inſtance, that ſomethings may net only . 
be true, but are almoſt univerſally achmom- 
 ledgd, which yet how they can be jo, is inſu- 
perably hard to be conceived, 1 
And this ſhall be an inſt ance which doth fre- 
: quently occur to every one that 2 con ver ſaut k 
about Decimal Numbers : Scarce any good 
Accomptant but underſt ands, no learned man 
but will acknowledge the force of it. For you. \ 
may have à ſmall fraction, ſuppoje of a farth- 
ing, or of abarley corn, not worth de manding, 
which yet cannot be deny'd to he inſinitely Di- 
vi ſible; inſomnch, that going about to find 
ſome determinate part of ſuch à fraction, as 
> 5 v4 Or the like, you may indeed divide it ac- 
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| preſently ct come near r the truth, and the further 


n continue your Diviſion, you ſhall ſtill come 
the ntartre But though you Divide it everlaſt- : 


ingly, you ſhall never be able to get out entire- 
ly the part you aim at, but the Quotient will 


ftill be defetiive, and 3 will for ever 


remain of the Dividend. 
o make out this the more evidently, I put 


| he following Caſe for an Example: Seven 


Horb men are to receive for ſome piece of Work, 


20 8. to be equally divided amongſt them; and 


fuppoling my ſelf to be one of the ſeven, I de- 


mand my ſhare ; but firſt I am to compute what 


at comes to. Todo this, I make uſe of Deci- 
Queſtions are very eæ- 
pedit ious, and much in uſe at this day. It is no 


more but only to divide 20 by 7 : But 


ſince there is a remainder, I add Cy- N 8.5. 5 
phers to the Dividend, and ſo con- 


, 3 
tinuing the Diviſion to four places. _56 
4 find in the Quotient this mixt 34 
Num ber, 2. 8. 5. J. which comes to —> 
2 8. 10 d. I q. and ſomething more, 4 


which is a ſolution exact Eno, e . 
common practice. . 


But this is not all ; for 1 remains one of 2 
the Dividend, that is to ſay, one thoujandth 


part of a Shilling, and of this I demand 7, 460 


make up my ful Fepertien 7 the 20 8. 1 
8 8 there | 
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there ſtill proceed to Divide, in order to get out 


—— 


my ſeventh part exallly, but I (hall never be 
able to do it; no, though the Diviſion were to 
be continued from Age to Age for one thok- 

ſand years, and after that for another, yet 
fill the Quotient would be too little, and te 


Dividend inexhauſtible. N 
In this plain and familiar Queſtion, re- 


ſolv d by Decimals, three things are evident. 
1. That ina few minutes time an anſwer may 
be given, tho not exact, yet ſufficiently true 
For common uſe; that is to ſay, in half an hour 
at moſt, I may ſafely aver it, that ſo much is 
min full ſhare, within leſs than one Millioneth 
| part of a farthing; and yet at the ſame time, 
| may be ſworn, that the ſame is not my pro- 
Fe ᷣͤ nk 
2. Let me continue the Diviſion as far, and 


43 long as I pleaſe, I ſhall come nearer ſtill and 
nearer to the truth, and every new figure in the 
Quotient, adds ſomething to my ſhare, which T _ 
had not before; it leſſens the Dividend and ap- 
proaches by var ious ( or rather infinite ) de- 

grees nearer toy, which is the proportion aim- 
JVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV hae 
3. It can never be accompliſht ; Myriads 

of Ages would not ſuffice to drain this Fountain. 
Tou may ſuppoſe ( if you pleaſe ) the Quotient 
To be extended in Decimal Fractions, a, far as 
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„ 
From the Artick to the Antartick Pole; all 
that would not reach a true ſeventh part, tho 
every figure ( as I ſaid ) advances ſomething 
towards it. ; ; gay 

| Let us now lay all this together, heress a 


| Mark to be hit, as ſuppoſe it were a Jack lying | 


in a Bowling- Alley, you may aim at it, and 
preſently come within an hair's breadth, your 


Bowl may be ſtill in motion, and every moment 


come nearer to the Mark, and yet ſhall never 
touch it. 1 


This Example in Arithmetick ſeems to con- 


clude no leſs than thoſe two other Noted Cu- 
rioſities in Geometry, concerning the Hyper- 


bole and Diagonal, and has a reſpective Af- | 
finity to them beth. For whereas the Hyper- 
Hbole, may have ſuch a Relation to a right line 


drawn near it, that both being prolonged, it 


hall come nearer and nearer to the ſaid right 
Line; yet how far ſocver both lines be extend. 
| ed, they ſhall never meet; this is very nearly 


reſembled in the caſe before us. And whereas 


it is impoſſible to afſign any common Meaſure 
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for the Side and Diagonal of a Square, which 


ſhall exactly meaſure them both, but there will 
remain 4 part of the one line, leſs than the ſaid 
common meaſure, after you have made that 


as little as you pleaſe : So here, it is impoſſible 
te exhauſt Decimal Numbers by ſevens, b.- 


— __ 
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cauſe that . and 10. ( or any number conſiſt- 
ing of 1. with the Addition of Cyphers ) are 
| fo far incommen/urable, that nothing above 
an Unit can be a common Meaſure to them 
both, To conclude, from this plain and fa- 
miliar inſtance, may be inferred the endleſs * 

Diviſibility of matter, that the Parts of any © 

thing exceed the whole, and that the whole 

Globe of Earth is no further diviſible, nor can 

not be ſaid to contain a greater Number of 
Parts, than one ſmall grain of Sankt. 
Now if there be ſuch a myſterious depth in 

Lines and Numbers,ſuch a boundleſs Abyſs in 

any ſmall particle of Earth or Clay, that the 

Mit of Man cannot comprehend it, what ſhall 

we ſay of him that made all things in Number, 

Weight and Meaſure ? How can we excuſe the | 

Audacious folly of pretending to meaſure Et er- 

_ nity by the unequal ſtandard of our Fudgment, 
or Circumſcribe infinity within the narrow Cir- | 
cl: of Humane Capacity? Wherefore if tbe 

Reader ſhall diſlike the following Diſcourſe, _ 
and the Reaſons therein made uſe of, let him 
ft for his own ſatisfaction (and for mine too, if 
It kepleaſe) bethink bimſelf of better, and.there- 
in he may do a piece of ſervicevoth uſeful and 
| @cceptavle. But for any one to confine the in- 
fable perfictions of the Supreme Being to his 
1 vnn facuities, is a piece of egregious Vanity, | 
and an undertaking altopether deſperate. 4 
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. a while ago, to be ein 
at a Diſcourſe between two Gentle- 


men, concerning the fatal Period of 

Man's Life, or the fixed certainty of 
puture Events: The one affirming it, 
ftom the conſideration of God's Fore- 

knowledge; the other denying it, from 
the evident certainty of Man's Free-will. |} 
The former urged; what God Foreſees, | 
cannot but come to pals; the latter plead- 
; ed, Man cannot choole, nor refuſe, the 
* doing of that, which is certain to be done, 
l thought there was truth in what they 
both grounded their Arguments upon, but 
certain inferences, pretended to be dran 
from. thence, when this Dien pro- | 


duced 
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in my mind, that I cannot eaſily remove 
it, I will only attempt to clear the Notion 
a little to my own Apprehenſion, by letting 
my thoughts in ſome kind of order in 
| referenceto this matter. U fhall therefore 
endeavour theſe three things. 
1. To aſſert from Scripture, that God 
foreſees future Events; and that neverthe- 
leis, Man is a free and voluntary Agent, 
2. To ſhew, how theſe two things a- 
gree together; and detect the fallacy off 
thoſe Reaſonings that repreſent them in- 
ſo a On 
3. To anſwer ſome of thoſe Objections, 


owe. 1 


— — 


2 / God's Foreknowleage, 


duced, I could by no means approve of, | 


did therefore interpoſe a little for an ac- 


commodation, but with ſo ill ſucceſs, 
that I have a mind to try, if I can do any 
better in this Paper, Not that I will pre- 
ſume to moderate betwixt two Perſons, 
each of them better Learned, and of far 


greater Abilities than my ſelf, But ſince 
their Diſcourſe hath ſo fix'd the Subject 


that are wont to occur in this Debate. 


Ü begin with the firſt, and eaſieſt part of 
my Task, namely, to aſſert God's Fre- 
knowledge, and Man's Free- will, out of the 
Scriptures. Theſe are indeed two ſeveral 
ſubjects, and might challenge 1 of th 
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243d Man's Free Agemcy. 3 
, them a diſtinct Head of Diſcourſe: yet I 
rather choſe to manage them both in one, 
3, by linking Scriptures together in ſuch ſort, | 
Y | that of each couple, the one ſhall make | 
cout Divine Preſcience, and the other Hu. | 
5, . mane Freedom; and being confider'd to- 
Ir | gether, ſhall evince, that both theſe have 
e  oft-times been converſant about the ſame _ 
t particular event; that is, one Text ſhall | 
e prove God's Fore-knowledge of, and ano- 
n ther ſhall evidence Mans . Freedom in, 
g doing or- refuſing the ſame individual 
rn 8 Aion, nl c i gy 
fe ut ſirſt, that I may clear my way as much 
_ as I can, 1 muſt explain the Terms, or give 
d ſome account, at leaſt, how I underſtand 
2- them. Some indeed except againſt the 
word Preſcience, and tell us, that God 
a- doth not properly fore-{ee any thing, fince 
of he beholdeth all things as preſent ; but 
n- this 1 count js Criticiſm without Neceſh. 
ty; for the word is frequently uſed, as tis 
s, taken in this Diſcourſe, and is proper e- 
nough with reſpect unto us, and to ſuch 
of things as are not yet in being. What ſhall 
e- be a thouſand years hence, is indeed po- 
tentially in God, but not yet actually 
exiſtent: So that his knowledge of ſuch 


of things, is not unfitly called Preſcience, as 


alſo 


4 : Oo G. ts Forcknowledge, = 


alfo the e reſpect 005 conſideration of lome-. |: 
What that is diſtant, is called; Providence. 
Now as God's Omnipotence did vertually 
comprehend from Eternity, all the Crea- 
_ tures that were to be produced in Time; 
So his Omnilcience gives him an entire 
View and Proſpect of all their Actions- 
They cannot act. but by a Power derived 
from him; how, then ſhould they do any. 
thing unknown to him? He knows what 
himſelf will bring to -pals in ſpite of all 
_ oppoſition; and he knows what Latitude 
he will allow his Creatures in their Actions. 
Since therefore God Almighty knows his 


own Will, and ſince Nothing can ever 


come to paſs without his Will, either po- 
| fitive or permiſſive; it mutt follow, that 
| he ſees and knows all things and events, 
- which are to come, and not yet actually, | 
exiſtent, with equal certainty as if they 
were preſent. And this 1s what I mean by - 
1280 Divine preſcien ce. - 
I [muſt now. fix my Notion of Free-will, | 
and herein [ſhall carefully avoid all School ; 
Controverſies about it, or about. Com- 
mon and Efficacious Grace: As alſo thoſe 
Dominican Fancies about a thing they call 
1 Next "Ow which i is next to one 
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4 and Sufficient Grace, which ſome think | 
: 2} altogether inſufficient. Thele and ſuch like 

' ? queſtions I leave to be beaten into Atoms: 

-; | between the Jeſuites and Janleniſts, 

:; And whereas ſome contend, that it is in: 
e every Man's power to do what the Goſpel 
2 enjoyns : For ſhould God require of any, 


man what is impoſſible to be done by him, 
he muſt needs appear to be a hard Maſter. 
. Others deny that any man can, or ever 


1 f will cfl=Qually believe and repent without. 
e ſpecial Grace, which wherever. it comes, 
„ makes a thorow work of Conver ſion iu 
8 the hearr, and therefore can never be loſt, 
r nor the perſon. in ham it is na mils 
* carry. 2 
it j Biden again ſay, there Jan faficlincy of 
„ © Grace, which with pious. endeavours. Will 
bring a Man to happineſs, yet Þ caſe G, - 
- ibility of Apoſtatizing, in which cale God 
may and doth ſometimes relivquiſh. the 
T Berſon to final Deſtruction. 
And others, to. name no more, 82 
1 J there is a Common Grace, or Univerſal. 
1 | Talent given to all Men, which tho' of it: | 
e ſelf, it is by no means ſafſicient,, yet. up- | 
on a conſcientious. improvement ere 5 
„ with carneſt Prayer for further daily Sog⸗ i 
4 | Vier, it il Beate Jod to beſtow ſucha. 
5 J . * 5 


"of Gods Forcknowledge, ; 


Meaſure, as ſhall be ſufficient to Salva- 1 
tion; whilſt thoſe who were intruſted 1 
with the fame ſtock, having laid it up in a 
Napkin, are through their own Default, 
utterly ruin'd, Vet they add withal, that 
there are a certain Number, more pecu- 
liarly called the Elect, whom Efficacious 
Grace does ſeize upon, ſome in a high 

Carreer of Wickedneſs, others at firſt ! 


ie the 
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| even againſt their Will, tho' in the day of | 0 


Gods Almighty power, they become a 
willing People, to that degree, that they w 
_ defire nothing more than to lay out their ig 
lives, to ſpend and be ſpent ( as St. Pau! Ah 
ſaid ) for the advancement of that Grace fr 
and Truth whereby they are ſubdu'd and 
5 1 But theſe (they ſay) are not the 
ule and Meaſure of God's dealing with at 
Mankind in general, but are to be look't Jy 
upon, as cenain high and noble Inſtances 1 
of the Freeneſs and Efficacy of Divine * 
Grace, and of God's exerciſing an Al- 
mighty. Prerogative i in chooſing a Raging 77 
Perſecuror, or ſome Atheiſtical Debau- 
chee, to de made a peculiar Favorite and? 
choſen Veffel ro himſelf. | 
Whereas (lay) there are theſe ( and a 
perhaps ſome other) Opinions, that are hr 
IMP il 2 deen ee hos i ts 
uli. 
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24 not trouble my ſelf to determine which is 
a beſt, nor is it material to my deſign: Tis not 
impoſſible, but with a due Reſpect: unter 


nat perſons, Times and Circumſtances, there 
may be ſomething of Truth in them all, and 
Jus each of them perhaps may be good or bad, 
gh according as tis manag'd. Truth and Er- 


irſt rour look upon as Gold and Droſs: The 
of one is a pure and ſplendid thing, but may 
2 a be adulterated or abuſed, and ſeldom is 
ey Without alloy; the other, tho' baſe and 
dein ignoble, contains for the moſt part ſome- 
aul thing of true mettal, if daly ſeparated: 
A EL Lg 
and This only (under ſubmiſſion) I ſhall ad-- 


the venture to lay as my own preſent thoughts. 
vith about this matter, and ſo proceed; name - 
ok't Iy, that moſt men, however under a ſtate 


of Nature, may do much moral good, 
1CEesS 5 19 | 800 > 
cen ich ſhall not paſs unrewarded, and Sor 


- . 


Al. thing too (for ought they can knowte the 


gin 1 ) towards acceptance with God; 


bau- 


and 2 Wages | 0 
are dr not. That few there are who attain to 


a thefhat compleat aſſurance, as to baniſh ae 
e A aa * 


* buſineſs of Free-will is in debate; I ſhall 


That many men through the Divine Good- 
and dels ſhall be ſaved, that neither know. 

Punctually the time of their, Converſion, 
nor certainly whether they be converted 
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all rimes, all manner of Dubitation, That f 
it is all mens duty to ſeek that they mf 
find, and to wait upan God in the uſe of“ 
| thoſe means appointed by him in bis word ; 
and we have his promile lor ſucceſs. And, 
that no man can truly fay now, or ſhall be 
able to plead at the laſt day, that he hath: 
vied his urmoſt endeavours, and found 
_ them vnluccelsful. Theſe and the like con- 
11derations may be ground enough for 
men to be doing good at preſent, and for 
| iheir Relyance upon the Goodnels of God 
ſor the future. But on the other hand, 
ſince there i is a {piritual as well as a fleſbly || 
 Wickednels, and Satan is transform'd || 
| tometimes into an Angel of Light, and 
leſt Man ſhould be lifted up with au ap 
prchenlion of certain fine things that he 
can do; let him remember, that 'tis God 
who worketh in him. both to will and to 
do of his good plealure ; that of himſelf | 
be can do nothing, and chat all his rigb⸗ 
teoulnels is but filchy 1aggs. And this will 
belp to poiſe him at the Center between, the 
4wo Extreams of fainting and preſuming, 
and will diſcover a neceſſity of an humble 
attendance at the Throne of Grace, that! 
God would ſupply unto tim thole Divine, 
io, and 81 icicual Powers, by w Wien! be 
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hat may be enabled to encounter oppoſition, 


nay and find acceptanee in Chriſt Jeſus, 
And hereia perhaps may conſiſt the nar- 


good husbandry in the improvement of his 
Talent, and thanks God, he is not like o- 
ther men. Now the way lying i in the middle 


towards a Carnal Liberty one the one hand, 


ther, muſt needs be a deviation from the 
light path, as this collateral Diſcourle is a 


that! currence of God's providence thereunto. 
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; yoiwnels of the way that leads to life. For 
one man, ſuppoling he cau do nothing ac- 
ceptable to God, retolves to take his eale, 
h until the Spirit, that Wind which blow- 
d eth where it liſt, breath upon bim; ano- 
u. ther thinks he is able and willing, to do all 
that God requires z he admires his own 


y betwixt theſe Extremities, the leaſt ſtep 


or a Phariſaical Righteouinels on the 0. 


* digrefſion from what | intend, But I no 
nd to; return, and do ſay, that let men eſtabliſn 
miell what Dodtrine they pleale concerning 
righ-; Grace, it will not import the matter in 

s Will hand, ſince I ſhall confine my Notion of 
n. we Prec- Will to thole things that are on all 
ning, hands acknowledged to be within Man's 
1 power, luppoling only the ordinary con- 


E conſider. then, that Man above other 
Creatures hat b enen to judge id 
5 Jiſtia- 


diſtinguiſh of things commodious or in- 
in the concerns of his Life; and it would be 
the Liberty of chooſing the one, and re- 


a Man, to know the difference between a 
Sheep and a Wolf, if he want the Power 
or the Will, to make a benefit of the one, 
and avoid the miſchief of the other? Nay! 
do not ſee, but this might render Man of 


knowledge of Good could be no other to 


finds himſelf fatally carried on to Evil. And 
fuppoſe he had been always predetermined 
to Good, his knowledge of Evil then had 
been in vain, or rather indeed it had been 
impoſſible; ſince Man could not have come 
to the knowledge of Evil, but by doing it. 
And what could Man under a neceſſity of 
always doing good, ſignifie, more than a 


| from-Mlan bis Faculties of Judging aud l. 


— 


> —_ — 


"= of God's Forel nomledge, | 


— 


. ˙Ü˙·¹¹ ² 2 
: «a 


convenient, beneficial or noxious to him, 


— 
1 


a ſtrange Solæciſm in Nature, if he had not 


fuſing the other. What doth it advantage 


all Creatures moſt miſerable, ſince his 


him than Gall and Bitterneſs; whilſt he 


o „„ 
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good Watch? which tho' it moves regu- 


p—— 


larly, yet is it altogether involuntary, x, 
cannot do otherwiſe, knows not that it ff 


Chooſing 
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BY 


: | hooking, we make the Lord of the 
(Creation the moſt contemptible thing in 
Nature, and put him under the Feet of 
thoſe Brutes he was made to rule over. 
So that without voluntary Agency, that 
is, Without a Will and the proper Exer- 
ciſe thereof, Man becomes little better 
Wer than a Senſleſs Machine. „ 
But now onthe contrary, 
ly, that, by the good Providence and Di- 
ſpoſal of Almighty God, men have power 
to do many things, as namely, to culti- 
vate the Earth, to build Houſes, to pro- 
ne vide againſt Hunger and Cold, to educate 
And their Children, to exerciſe ſeveral Arts 
ned and Trades, for the Benefit of Humane Life, 
had and to manage all theſe according to cer- 
tain Rules, Methods and Obſervations, + 
ariſing partly from Experience, and part- | 
ly from Mens conſulting one another. I 
lay, in all theſe, and a thouſand more par- 


we lee plain- 


an à ticulars, Men do confider and deliberate, 
-gU* and then purlue their ſeveral Defipns, 
ar y, ſome with greater, others with a lefler 
It it ſhare of Prudence, but each Imploying ; 


nca- "his Meaſure, and accordingly determin 
vard: o chooſe this, and refuſe the other, 


ing 


way | Infhort, I conceive, that God having 


e added Man wich an Under 


ſtanding ro | 
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jade, and a Will to choole, and con- 


tinually ſupplying him with power to. act 


according to his Nature, he doth not or- 
dinarily over-power, or impel his Faculties, 
but leaves him-to the free Ute and Exer- 
cile thereof in things within his proper 


Sphere. And this is what | mean by Free- ' 


Will. Now | addrefs to my Province, 
which is to aſſert this, together with God's 
Fore-knowledge of future Events from the 
Scriptures, 

Ide firſt. pair of Scriptures that 1 im- 
ploy for this Service, ſhall be out of Ex9- 
dus, * where Moſes is appointed of God 
to go unto Pharaoh, and ſay unto him, 


Let us go, we beſeech thee, into the Wilder. - 


neſs, &c. lt is uot eaſily to be imagined, 


but that Pharaoh had power to have grant- 
ed this Requelt at firlt, and the very Re- 


queſt it felf. doth ſrongiy imply a Liber- 
ty of granting it. No good Maſter will 


_ Tequire any thing of his meaneſt Servant, 


wich intention to puniſh him ſeverely for 


not doing it, and yet ſecretly contrive | 
uineans to prevent and dilable him, that he 


cannot do it. To ſay, that God (hould ſend 
Hoſes to make a requeſt unto Pharaoh, fay- 
1085 Ler us Le, we rg thee, that. he ſhould 
— 
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deſtroy him at laſt for refuſing, and in the 
mean time ſhould bind up his heart by ſome 
irreſiſtable influence, from all poſſibility of 
granting it: This would not only excule 
Pharaoh from the guilt of fin, but make an 
| odious repreſentation of the Ever bleſſed j 
God; as if his Wiſdom were exercis'd in 
laying ſnares for the innocent, and his pow- 
er in their deſtruction. Should a Writing- 
Maſter guide his Scholars hand, to make a 
blot, or ſome ill Character, and then beat 

bim for it, whereas being leſt to himſelf he 
. } would have done better, what could be 
| _ thought of ſuch behaviour in a Maſter ? and 
> 
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how juſt would be the Scholar's indignation 


e 


„ 
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„Ihe ſinſulneſs of an Action conſiſts in this, 
that it is voluntary, and againſt the Com- 
mand ; the nature of a voluntary action is, 
- _ that'tis done out of choice and deliberation, 
l! _ when otherwile it might be forborn. Now, 
„ either Pharaoh ſinn'd in detaining the 
People, or he did not; if not, wherefore 
e Was he deſtroy d? * Shall not the Fudge of 
2 all the Earth do right? If he did, he acted 
d cout of Choice, and conſequently he might 
„ | havediſmiſſed the Iſraelites ſooner,if he had. 
d | Plealed, Hence it will alſo follow, that there 
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could be no ſecret Influence,nor any prede- [ 
termining Concourſe from God, to bind 
his Faculties, or take away his Free-agen- | 
cy; only the Pride of his Heart, deſpiſing 
God's Meſſage to him, and his domineer- © 
ing Ambitionto keepthe People in Slavery, | 
did out-weigh ( in bis unjuſt Ballance ) the 
other Motives he had to diſpenſe withthem. 
And herein conſiſteth the nature of Electi- 
3 on, that of two things propoſed, wich Mo- 
= tives on either part, a man freely chooſeth _ 
that which likes him beſt, in his preſent 
Apprehenſion, tho' at the ſame time (if 16, 
be thought good ) he might chooſe the o- de 
ther. Thus did Pharaoh chooſe to detain the 
People, there's his Choice; yet before ever 
the matter was propounded to him, God . 
himſelf lays, * am ſure he will not let you | 
0 20 here is Fore- knowlege : Therefore Di- kde 
vine Preſcience and Humane Liberty are | by 
__ conliſtent, and have been converſant about 1 
the ſame individual Action. 1 
Baut here an Objection may ariſe from the 
ſeventh Chapter, and the third verſe, where ;... 
Sad ſays, + He mill harden Pharaoh's heart : 4 
From whence it might be ſuppoſed, that ne 
Pzharach could not act voluntarily, nor be ;..' 
lid to have any real nen of Will. To; 
Th, this Lanſwer, e „ 
Exod. 3. 15. ＋ Exod, 7. 5. i © 
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I. I will not deny, but that in conſidera. 
tion of Pharaob's former Wickedneſs, in 
dealing fo barbarouſly with the People of I/ 
rael, God might ſorſake him, and give hin 
over to hardnefs of Heart. But then, 
> | 2, I deny that this hardneſs of heart, bỹʒec 
- | whomſoever, or in what manner fo ever it 
* . was-wrought, could deprive him of the Li- 
© | berty of doing a Civil Act within his power. 


He might for ſome ſelf End, or with ſome 
n ill deſign, have diſmiſſed the Iſraelites, and 
. yet ſtill have retained his hard heart; it was 
if but a word ſpeaking, and the buſineſs had 
o been done. And it is obſervable, that 


ay, * Land my People are wicked; and pro- 
miſed too, to let the 7/raclites go; but 
” Fill, as he found reſpite, (thinking perhaps 
Di- the ſtorm was over) he retracted. On the 
one hand, there was the danger of periſhing, 
out or having at leaſt) his Kingdom ruin'd by 

,  thole Judgments God ſent upon him: On 
the the other hand, there was the luſt of tyran- 
ere hizing over an enſlaved People, and the be. 
rt * nefit of their Labours in making Brick. 
that Theſe two weights being oppoled each to 
Buy other in the Scales, ſometimes the one, and 
10 preponderates. And 
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this purely! is deliberation, the reſult where- | 
of is chooſing, and chooſing is the undoubt. £ 


ed property of a free Agent. 


3. Concerning the hardening of Pharaos 


heart, the Apprehenſions of Learned Men 


are different; that which to me appears 
the moſt reaſonable is to this effect, name- 


ly, that this induration is not to be under- 


ſtood as any poſitive AR, or immediate 
Efficiency from God, whereby Pharaob's 
heart was made bard, (much lels his Will 
Predetermin'd) directly and properly, no 


= IO e NG 


more than it is to be underſtood that our 
Saviours coming was directly and properly 
to fill the World with Difſentions, becaule 
he himſelf faith expreſly, that * He came 


not to bring peace on the Earth, but rather 


diviſion. The primary intention of the 

| Goſpel, no doubt, was Peace and Good 
Vill towards men; but meeting with vari- 
ous tempere, and ſundry degrees of Cor- 
ruption in che hearts of men, it could not 


eee eee eee 


: chooſe but occaſion diſſention and a ſword | 


upon the Earth, In like manner the primary | 
intention of God's Judgments, is to reform 
the World, and bring men to Repentance, 
wWuilſt in ſome Perlons they have a quite | 


_ aan effect. 80 bat, as the oy of 
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Peace : 
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Peace was the accidental cauſe of War, ſo 


Nom. 7,11, 13 
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might God's dealing with Pharaoh tend to 


harden his Heart, and yet to ſoften a leſs 


rebellious one, as the ſame Sun beam melt- 


eth Wax and hardeneth Clay. And as fin 


by the commandment becomes exceeding ſin- 


ful, Xin ſo much that the Commandment it 
ſelf, which was ordained unto life, is found 

to be unto death : So Pharaoh's ſtubborneſs, 
under the Divine Hand, becomes the more 


exceeding ſtubborn; and that Chaſtiſement, 


which was ordained unto Reformation, did 


the more effectually promote his deſtructi- 
on. Hence it is highly probable, that, 7 


will harden his heart, may import no more 
than. this, I will bring ſuch things to paſs, 
and in ſuch a manner, as ſhall through his 
own Corraptions, render him much more- 
—. ĩͤ v.; 8 
That the natural and direct tendency of 


God's dealing with Pharaoh was to convince 


him, ſeems very apparent from theſe Con- 
ſiderations: 1. He orders /1oſcsto try him 
with Innocent Miracles, afterwards with | 
ſmarting ones, by ſuch degrees, till it 
come at laſt to the death of his Firſt- born. 
2. While the Plagues lay heavy upon him, 
he gave ſome figns of a yielding and re- 
N E lenting 
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lentivg temper, but ever in the Intervals he 
contracted a greater obdurateneſs. 3. The 
Judgments of God had their proper Effect 
upon the Egyptians, fo far, that they would 
gladly have the Iſraelites diſmiſſed ſooner, 
and at laſt, were not only urgent to have 
them gone in haſte, but willing to part with | 
their * jewels into the bargain. Theſe conſi- 
derations (I ay) ſeem very much to fa- 
vour the forementioned ſenſe of the place, 
but whether that be the only true meaning 
of it, I ſhall not contend, fo long as I ca1 
make it good, that Pbaraoh was a Free 
Agent in that particular thing which was 


foretold by God Almighty. 


he next double Teſtimony ſhall be out 
of Eaekiel, where the Prophet is ſent to 
ths Iraelites, and words put into his Mouth, 
to warn and dehort them from their wicked 
Ways, leſt they ſhould dye. Hence I argue 
thus; either the Houſe of Iſrael might have 
obeyed God's meſſage to them by the Pro- 
phet, or elle not: If not, how ſhall we clear 
the ſincerity of God's dealings witk them? 
Or will his meſſage to them appear any 
mote than a Complement ? Let us have a 
Care of intrenching upon Blaſphemy, But, | 
i they might have humbled themſelves at 


ihe 


. Fd. 12.33, 35.  Exek, 3. . 
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by any previous neceſſity diveſted of their 


Again, in the 5th. of Hoſea, f God. 
foretells, that 1/rael and Ephraim (hall fall 


them; yet inthe 67h. Chapter he exhorts 


that ſhould eſcape (4) and remember God 


or whether they will forbear? which is as 
much as to ſay, they have their free choice. 
And what follows? * But the Houſe of Iſraal 
will not hearken unto thee, God doth not 


ſame time, he foreſees a contrary Event. 
And this is what I undertook to aſſert from 
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f 


the Prophet's voice, as Nineveh did in the 
| likecaſfe, it will follow, that they were not 


| Liberum Arbitrium, as is alſo evident from 
| thele words fo often repeated in the Pro- 
phets Commiſſion, IVhether they will hear, 
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only afford Liberty and Opportunity of Re- 
pentance, but he urges the ſame by ſtrong 
| pleadings and inducements; and yet at the 
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in their iniquity, Judah allo ſhall fall with. 


to Repentance. This indeed might have its 
proper effect too, upon ſome {mall remnant 


among the Nations whither they were to 
de carried captives. But now there is the | 


. 


| 


| | 
: 


fame means afforded to thoſe that ſhould 


| fall in their Iniquity, as to the few that, {| 
| ſhould eſcape ; nor doth God's ken 2 
; e ee 
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ledge of the ſeveral Events impoſe a neceſ | fin 
firy npon either. He grants Liberty unto it 

| both, which he knows a Remnant will make th 
good ble of, whilſt the greater Number | fr 
will abuſe it to their ruin. Thus it is evi- 
duent, that Liberty and Preſcience are con- 
ſiſtent. 1 

Ic is moreover propheſied. that by * rea- Pe 
ſon of Idolatry, they ſhall be as Chaff dri- IL. 
ven with a whirlewind out of the F loor, and | ct 
as ſmoke out of the Chimney; yet after- le 
wards, we read in the fame Chapter, O I. N 
ral thou haſt deſtroyea thy ſelf. We do not hi 
uſe to ſay, a man deſtroys himſelf, that is m 

_ unwillingly run down by external force, or _W 
ſome inevitable neceſſity ; nor can he that | fa 
;  ruines himſelf charge the fault upon another. ce 
I ſrael deſtroys himſelf, he is ſurely the w 
Agent of his own deſtruction; and if ſo, tl 
he is either a Voluntary or an 1nvoluntary iw 
Agent; if Involuntary, he cannot be ſaid | 

to deſtroy himſelf, no more than a Houle E 

8 

h 

b 

0 
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burns it ſelf when fire is ſer to it by an In- G 
cendiary. An Involuntary Agent, as a 
Sword or a Hammer, can only act as 'tis 
mannag d by Hands, and thoſe govern'd by 
tde Will. It remains then, that 1/-acl was 
. the e Agent of his own Ruine; and a 
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|| | fnce e this is foretold | of God by the Frede 
d fit wult follow ( if the Scriptures be true) 
e 
r 


that Divine Preſcience doth not any way in- 
ringe the Liberty, or Free. ey” of ra- 


tional Creatures, 8 
| God foreſaw, that wicked Hands would Dy 
be ſorward enough to deliver up the Divine 
| Perſon unto Death, who was the * Lord of 
Life; nay, his determinate Counſel did con- 
| cur with his Fore-knowledge, ſo far as to 
let it proceed to Execution, as the Learned 
Mr. Howe oblerves. And our Saviour F 
© himlelf, not only deſcribes particularly the 

manner and circumſtances of his ownDeath, 
When yet it was not near at hand, but is 
3 ſaid alſo to || know all things that ſhould 
; come upon him. Vet if the Actors of this 
| wickedneſs had been1ightly informed what 
they were about, they would have left their 
work for other hands. That's. very ſtrange 
| ( fays one of our Ditputants) here is an 
Event ſecur d by the determinate counlel of 
God, here is the place where, the manner 
bow, and the Perſons by hom it ſhould be 
brought to pals, deſcrib'd before hand by 


our Saviour; can any oy that is ſo infal- 
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libly certain admit of an If? Ves, in St. Paullss 
account it (may, ) and he 1 is a perfon chat de- 

: - IVES - 
1 2.2 + Sar: 20, 17. il J. 18, 4: we e 


— — 
"OL FI — 
- — 


— — 
IE II 


22 „ God's Foreknowledpe, 


— 4 


ſerves ſome regard. And indeed, his Aſſer. 
tion will appear highly reaſonable, when 
we conſider the Princes of this World, ſo 
ſadly milinformed as they were, and im- 
pos d upon by all the wicked Artifice ima- 
ginable, yet we do not find them very eager 

to be concern'd in the Blood of that juit per- 
ſion, when the principal Agent pretends * | 
to waln his hands of it, and profeſſes þ he 
found no caule of death in him. And had it 
not been for the impetuous Clamours ofa | 
wretched People, and the danger ofa Tu- 
mult, tis probable that the malicious con- 
trivance ofthe Prieſts, and their ſham Evi- 

| gence, would not have weighed againſt Pi- 
late s Native Clemency. What muſt we 
then think had been done, in caſe ofa right 


information? Why the Apoſtle tells us; 


I Aad they knownit,theywould not have cru- 
cited the Lord of Glory- This puts it out of 
all doubt, that they were under no other 


force than the Reſult of their own Delibe- 


ration. On the one hand, there was the 
meekneſs of the Priſoner, the clemency of 
the Judge, and the diſagreement of the 
Witneſſes: On the other hand, there was 
the influence of the Prieſts, the ignorance of 
the Court, and cries of the Multitude ; which 
Mat. 27-24; - F-Lilike 23. 22. 2 Cor. 2. 8. 


key 


7 
ry. | 
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but 
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* | kept the buſineſs for a while in Fquilibrie, 


en but then the fear of a tumult ſuperadded, 
ſo caſt the Scales. Nor were they under any 


m- | farther Neceſſity of crucifying our Saviour, 


la- ö by means of {uch a Divine Foreſight, that 
zer he ſhould be crucified, than they would 


r. have been under, in caſe it were to be ſup- 


poſed, that God had not ſo punctually fore- 


Ven; or foretold the ſame. 


There are many other places of Seri pture, 


fa | [that do evidently prove there is in Man a 


free Election. Solomon is commended for 
n- asking Wiſdom, * when he might have 

asked Riches, length of Days, or Revenge 

upon his Enemies; and Ananias F is the 
my more condemned for falſity about the price 
it of the Land, becauſe that even after it was 


＋ 7 fold, it was in his own power. 


[a Wife maktaVow,itis left to her 
of lab ind choice, either to eſabliſh it, or to. 


er 4 | make it void. 


E q one of them, that I may do it unto thee, 


s 7 Theſe Scriptures are ſo clear, they need 
f no e nor do they admit of any 

f q | 5 Ob- 
145 
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(Ja) Choo ſe yon this day whom you will FEY 
E 1 (b) Go and ſay unto David, thus faith the 
f. 1 Lord, I offer thee three things : z chooſe thee 
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5 Objection. And! think there is no leis Exi. bn, 
_ dence for Divine Preſcience, ſince all pro- it 


phecies and many other Places of Scriptures 

do either directly, or by juſt conſequenceh 
put it beyond Diſpute, with all that acknow- 
ledge the Authority of that ſacred Book, 


ſhall mention no more but this one, and 7 


therewith cloſe up this firſt part of my Un. 
dertaking : It is ſo direct and full to the pur, 


; 
| 


90 


poſe, as if the Holy Ghoſt had deſign'd i, 7 
to remove all Scruple and Heſitation about, 1 


that matter. * [am God, and there is non! 
like me, declaring the end from the beginning 
and from ancient times the things that ard 
not yet done. 


Had I Leaſure now, or Opportunity, te I 


| conſult the Fathers or Schoolmen; J am in,; 


h 
Pg 


T 


Dy 


clinable to believe, I ſhould have their gegn 


neral SuGrage in this matter; but truly tho{ 
Gentlemen are none of my 'Familiars, an 
and I was loath to trouble them. Yet meetin 
by accident with two of them, which aid 


_ eſteemed no lels than Oracles, I made bold 


to ask them their Opinions in the caſe. 
_ confels, [ was not dilplealed to find them 1g 
very civil, and ſavourable to the Notions 
I hadealready formed, and in part writtey 
8 concerning. this TS: - One of 
i be 
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4 heſe was the Learned Snare x, who firſt of all 
ron giſputing copiouſly about Man's capacity of 
urs gcting freely, he brings it laſt to this iſſue: 


ra poteſt ate aliquid agere vel omittere, & ad 
ne, ut in unam partem potius quam in aliam in- 
Tlinemur : Eſt ergo Eleftio poſitiva in noſtro 
'#rbitrio,alioqui fuiſſet nobis data ſuperfiue,hec 
Weliberandi & conſultands vis. For we find by 
Evident Experience, that it is in our power ei- 


his comes clole to that point. And then 
onringent, the Sum of which is thus. 


© of what he himſelf doth, or will do, be- 


oe 


= Power to effect what he wills. Nor can 
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Experi mur enim evidenter, ſitum eſſe in no- 


hoc utimur ratione & diſcurſu ac conſultatio- 


Ther to do a thing or leave it undone, therefore 
e reaſon, argue and deliberate, in order to 
Thooſe one thing rather than another, 'tis 
There f orein our power to make a poſitive choice, f 
pr elſe we have this Capacity given us in vain, 
In the next place, he doth no leſs vigorouſly 
rents and Actions, whether voluntary, or 
+ © God cannot ( faith he) be ignorant 


cauſe he knows his own Will and his 


$ becauſe whatever is poſitively good in 


| + Mecaph, Tom, 1 . P. 33 8, 339 F Tom. 7. P. 929 4. | 
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| ** their Adtions, is by immediate influence | 2c 


| *© from himlelf; and what there is of pri- | PF 
1 & vation or defect, cannot be without his fol 
| e permiſſion, and therefore he cannot be aft 


ignorant of mens ſinful and wicked acti- | 4“ 
ons. He goes on to ſhew, that unleſs God | $* 
did fore-know from Eternity whatever | # 
| as, or is to come to paſs in time, he!“ 
c could neither be omnipotent nor immu. | 7” 
| | © table. Not omnipotent, becauſe in refe- | 


| © rence to thoſe things whereof he had no | “ 
l © foreſight, his Providence and Govern- RY 
l *<menrof Affairs muſt needs be defective. | th 
| Not Immutable, becauſe ſomething muſt | 1 
1 & daily occur to his knowledge which he | 4. 
l ee knew not before. CSE Regs „„ dl 
Atque hinc ſequitur Deum habere hang al 
Hcientiam Creaturarum que fiunt in tempore 


ex aternitate ſua, ut totam illam ſimul ha. 
beat ſine ſucceſſione, quia non poteſt in ſe vari- / on 
| —ationem admittere; item quia non poſſet 17 
q habere perfectam providentiam in rebus adjJu 
niſtrandis, niſi haberet omnium preſcientiam, | c 
| Thus far that Eminent Schoolman. | 0 
The other is the Angelical Thomas Aqui- | th 
" | . | . 8 4 
| #745, as ſomè are pleaſed to ſtyle him. He in | “ 
his Sum of Theology diſpatches me in a few | © 
| words. For having firſtdefcribed Providence | 
do bea reſpect to ſomewhat that is diſtant, | Sc 
nn gone ot Hon an, 
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| preſent are to be ordered, which doth there - 
fore neceſſarily include preſcience: He ſaith 


arbitrium: That the Providence of God ex- 


| tingency, Chance, Fortune, or Free-will. 


ö all 1 deſign for the firſt general Lead: --- 


certain reaſons, or conſiderations, whereby 


do accommodate the difference, or atleaſt to 
leſſen the oppoſition, that ſeems to be be- 
tween Preſcience and Free-will, The Heads 
to be inſiſted on for that purpoſe are theſe 


three: Namely, The truth of the Holy Scrip- 


' Scriptures; for I am not deſigning to confute 


according to which the occurrences no- 


N afterwards, Providentia Dei eſt omnium ſin- 
gnularium, nec tamen a rebus excludit contin- 
gentiam, nec caſum, nec fortunam, nec liberum 


tendeth to all particulars, not excluding Con- 


Add hereunto, that it was allowed St. Au- 
guſtine as a Maxime, that God by his fore- 
* knowledge, doth not neceſſitate, or conſtrain, 
the coming to paſs of the things foreknown by 
him. Theſe Teſtimonies, as they are of un- 
queſtionable Authority, ſo are they clear, 
direct, and full to the purpoſe; and this is 
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l am now in the ſecond place to attempft 


tures, The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
and the Non cauſality of Divine Preſcience. 
Firſt then, I argue from the verity of the 


— 


— * — 


at — 
— ——— 


F 
) 

| 

"AY 


_ 


| 28 825 07 God” s Forcknowledge, | 


an Arheiſt, writing only to ſuch as do ac- | 


Sacred Letters; bur chiefly (as I faid be- $j 
ſore) for my own ſatisfaction. Some young 
Divines indeed I have oblerved, who in their 

firſt ſetting out to preach the Ward, affect to 4; 
_ preach altogether without it, and ſeem to 


 1\mand Irreligion, by the Gloworm:light of 
corrupt Nature, Others there are, that proven 
their Doctrines out of Terence, Tully and Se- 
nieca; whether it is, becauſe chey have not 
read the Bible, or chat they preler the Au- att 
thority of Heathen Writers before it, or that 


learned, I ſhall not diſpute; but! find other 
more experienc'd Work. men, who do not |; 
trouble themſelves to dig below the true | by 
foundation, bur think the Rock of Apes ſafe 


Comical ſort of Preaching, to valgar Ears, 
goth rather Amule than Edifie: So this Eſſay 


have the force of a Realon, with all thoſe. * 


knowledge the Truth and Authority of thoſe 


Triumph in diſpelling the darkneſs of Athe- 


they would be thought to be profoundly | 


enough for them to build upon. Now, as that 


(which is not like to be regarded by the 
Learned) if it ſhould happen to take the | 
Country air, would look very thin with- } 


cout Scripture-Evidence. But if indeed the 5 


Scriptures do clearly {peak the Subſtance gt 
of what is herein contained, this ought to 


8 | dat 


4 
* 
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ac- that acknowledge the. Authority of that 
ole Book. Nor will ic be material to object, that 
de · this Argument doth not ſufficiently make out 
ng the realonableneſs of what is here pleaded. 
EIT for: For as there are ſeveral Ranks of Pri- 
to 
to 
ne- 
of pught to yield to the Superiour; and it is 
ve the higheſt reaſon ſure, that God is true, 
Se- tho? every Man ſhould be found a Lyer. 
not 
Lu- 4 
hat 
Ily | 
ner 
not 
rue 
afe | 
hat 
rs, 
lay | 4 
the 
the : 


theiſm ſhould be encountred upon its own. 


to. by what Bp. Wilkins, Bp. Ward, Mr. Boyle, 
the Dr. Cud worth, Sir Cha. Wolſely, and ſome 


nce * 
to f 


ole | But as for thoſe two Gentlemen, betwiacx 
any... d 


* 
I 
2 
3 
„ 


ledg'd tnings, which will not condeſcend 
Common Reaſon, ſo there are ſeveral de- 
rees of Reaſon allo, of which the lower 


am by no means againſt it yet, that 


rinciples, if at leaſt it can be ſaid to have 
ny principles at all; but every Stripling is 
hot a fit Champion for an overgrown Phi- 
tine : And I had rather have that Province 
entirely left to ſuch as can manage it, than 
ave the Truth to ſuffer by weak Patronage 

s forthole therefore, that expect better 
roof than from the Word of God, and thoſe 
tural conſequences ariſing thence, I ſhall 
leave them to the diſcipline of their. own . 
Confciences ; for if they are not convinced. 


thers have already ſaid againſt Atheiſm, 1 
all never hope to give thenvſatisfattian.. 
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whom the Controverſie was ſtarted, upoſ 
- which occaſion I ſcribble down theſe haſt e 
Notes, they are both of them (hope) ter | 
ous Chriſtians, not doubting in the leaſt thff 
truth of the Scriptures, yet differing vaſtlF"* 
in their apprehenſions about this matter} 


—— 


| 
[ 
F 
5 
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| One of them is firm in the belief of Divinfſ” 
| | Preſcience,but ſomewhat Heſitant as to ti 
| buſineſs of Free- will: The other is ſo mucff© 
1 2 Free- willer, that he ſeems to caſhier DF© 
— vine Preſcience; „For (ſays he) if Goſf® 
i offer me any good thing, and knows if” 
| © the mean time ] will not accept of it, I af © 
j © nothing beholding to him for his kindl©* 
I This manner of expreſſion concerning” 
| | God, is over- bold and fawcy; for we maif® 
| not ſpeak of him with ſuch a Liberty, as * 
3 allowable in other matters. Beſides, let dg 


_ obſerve the conſequence, and we ſhall find} 
to be this, that either God Almighty has n 
knowledge at all of future Events; or elſe 
that all conditional Promiſes, throughout th 
whole Scripture, are no more than ſh 
gdows ; the former of which conſequence 
ſtrikes at the Perfection of the Divine Na 
ture, and the latter blurrs the ſincerity 0 
the inſpired Writings, To which it ma 


be added, tha: ſuch Doctrine is falſe, au} 


y 
3 


odo jorious to the Goodneſs of God : For his 
halt Penefits offered to Mankind are not to be 
fer alued by his Fore-knowledge of Non ac- 
> :Eptance, but by their own intrinſick worth, 

.a:141d by Man's Capacity of enjoying them it 
attelle will. And tho God doth alluredly 
\yindonow, who will not accept of his kindnels, 

o tþfþet he knows at the ſame time, the fault is in 
muchemlelves ; nor is their refulal any further 
xr Di :ceſlary from any ſuch Divine Foreſight, 


Gan otherwiſe it would have been. So that 


dme Perſons will indeed ſeem to have a: 
reat Veneration for the Scriptures, and 
et own ſuch Principles as render a great 
art of them inſignificant: For, if God's 


s f 
ol a 
kin q, 


2rnin! 
2 Ma 
,as | 
let u 
find] 
as n 
r elſe 


at nothing could have fallen out otherwiſe - 
an it doth; then all Divine Precepts and 


heats and empty Formalities. But now, 
thoſe that ſincerely acknowledge the Di- 


Jill lye thus: 
e NA „ 
ity 0 
t ma 


What ever is entirely true, is alſo harmo- 
nious and ſelf-conliſtent. But the Sexip=. 
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ore. knowledge neceſſitate all Events, ſo: 


ales of Life, all Promiſes and Threatnings 
don certain conditions, are no more but 


Ine Authority and Truth of the Seriptures, 
s all Chriſtians ought to do) the Argument 
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If it be urged, that the Scriptures, as pro-] 
ceeding from God, are indeed moſt perfect. | 
ly and entirely true, yet paſſing through the | 

hands of ſo many Men, in various Copies] inf 


and Verſions, from one Language into ano.. 
ther, it cannot be, but {ſomething of humane 
infirmity muſt ſtick to them. This indeed! 
freely grant; and if any ſuch thing can be | 


made evident in the caſe before us, it will | 


be very fit to be conſidered. In the mean | 
time, there can hardly any two things be] 
named that are more clearly and vigorouſly | 
aſſerted in Scripture, than are Divine Pre- 
ſcience and Free-will, as well in the places | 
above- mentioned, as in divers others. From | i 
whence it will follow, that if thole places 
of Scripture be genuine, and no way cor- | 


behold their Agreement. 


Nor need we wonder at it, when we con- | | 
ſider, that not only in the Scripture, but in | 

approved in their kind, are found divers“ 
J) ĩ 


rupted ( which we mult {uppoſe, till the con- F 1 
trary be made out) God's Fore knowledge 
and Man's Free-agency are not only true, 

but perfectly harmonious, and conſiſtent | 
each with other, altho' our limitted ſight Þ \\ 
and dazled Eyes cannot ſully enable us to | 
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things, which a great number of Readers, 
| tho' men of good Senſe, cannot eaſily under- 

ſtand or reconcile; and ſome things of that 
difficulty, that the greateſt Maſters of Learn- 
| ing and Reaſon, have more than work e- 
. | nough to overcome; of which, if need re- 


quired, one might give particular Inſtances. 


Who will believe that the leaſt Diameter of 
a Needle's Point ſhould be Diviſible into a 
i Million (or rather infinite) Parts, and yet 


that a Circle, how large loever, can touch a 
right line but in Kone point only? And ſince 
a Globular Body fer upon a plain, can reach 
the lame but in one point, and a point is de- 


| fined to be that, which hath no part, would 


ir not bea ſtrange Paradox to ſay, FA 


Globe can touch a Plain in no part at all? 
Vet all this leans upon Mathematical De- 


monſration. _ 


It is eaſie to obſerve, that when any dif- 
ficalty, or ſeeming oppoſicion doth occur in 
Scripture, which common Readers cannot 
(and even Learned ones not very eaſily) re- 
\ concile; two ſorts of People, the Prophane 
and Superſtitious, take hold of it to very ill 
; | | purpoſe; the one Pre their Mnteveſt | 


to 


* That | iS, = Ale being as a a tangent but 
not through the Circle, 


N del. ib. if prop 36. Lib. 10. prop. 117% 
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to have no Religion at all, looks upon the 4 
Scripture as a State- contrivance to keep the 5 
World in Order and Subjection, and hence | 
they aſſume a lewd Liberty of turning it in- . 
to Burleſque and Ridicule; the other ſort, f. 
being for the moſt part over eagerly devo- | 8 
ted to ſome Party, havea Religion made up | u 
of a few Fractions of Truth, neglecting in , 
the mean time the Sum and Subſtance. | , 
"Theſe men purſue, to the beſt advantage of | 5 
their Sect, that part of Scripture which hath | . 
the kindeſt Aſpect upon their eipouied No- , 
tions, and run it off from the main Body of | x 
Truth, to that Extream, that it becomes an | 
Errour in Doctrine, and perhaps too a Rent 
in the Church. For the Body of Truth may 
not unfitly be reſembled to the Body natural, 
wich cannot live vr pieces. 
That there are unchangeable Decrees of 
God, I do not doubt; but if that Doctrine 
be ſo manag?d as to evacuate Men's Endea- | 
vours, this ſurely is an unwarrantable Ex- 
tream. Juſtification by Faith is a great truth; 
baut if it be imprudently carried to that 
| height, astoexclude, or make men neglect 
| agood Life, it will become a dangerous. | 
Exrour. That Chriſt dy'd for all, is a glo- 
rious Truth, as it is laid down in Scripture; | 
but if ſome ſtretch that Doctrine to the actu- | 
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al Salvation of all Men, and others there- 
upon put the whole Buſinels of Salvation 
within Man's power, thele doubtlets are 
vitious Extreams, opening a wide paſlage 
for Pride or Prophaneneſs. The one makes 
Religion altogether vain, and the other 
makes the Grace of God not worth look - 
ing after. So that whilſt Men run into ſuch 
violent Extremities, they ſeem to tear 
off ſome particular Truths from their Uni- 
ty with the whole, which from thence for- 
ward turn into Corruption, whilſt the main 
Body of Truth is deſerted by them, and be- 
em d Ei os en 
Aud this is the caſe not only of the leſs 
' conſidering Sectaries, but even of thoje who 
pretend highly to Philoſophy, and (aſpire 


_ . afterthe Reputation of Wits : One whereof 
| { ſufficiently known) hath improv'd three 
- | Syllables to that height, as to render a great 
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part of the Scriptures ridiculous, and the 
noble Army of Martyrs no other than a 
Company of wilful and ſuperſtitious Fools, 
in needleſly expoſing themlelves to flames 
and tortures. * Go in peace, ſays the pro- 

phet to Naaman; Which ſingle caſe he ad- 
vances to a general Diſpenſation for any 
Man to quit his Religion, as oft as it ſhall be 
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difficult, and dangerous for him to profeſs it. o 
And this I take to be the Fountain Cauſe of £0 
all the Diviſions that are, or have been a- Ih 
mong Chriſtians ; namely, that Men will not n 

F whole Scriptures, and give each M 
part its juſt weight and meaſure, duly bal. Er 
lancing and comparing one thing with ano- m 

ther; but each Man according to his Com- It 

plexiom or Education, or perhaps ſome pre- y) 

dominant Melancholy, lays hold of that 00 
part that ſuits him beſt, and makes up a bis 
Religion for himſelf, which is little more FE 
than the Reſult of his natural temper. - 

Here [call to mind a paſſage of a Non. ju. Wal 
rant, which I happen'd to be preſent at. The ha 

Man was reputed among his Neighbours ar | he 

honeſt plain Man, but ſomewhat raſh, and 9e 

olf no deep contideration, as may appear by | 
the Story. The Diſcourſe fell out to be a- $1 
bout Swearing, and the Perfon could not an. 
forbear to Declaim bitterly againſt it, be- df 
cauſe it is ſaid, * Swear not at all. One (at 
of the Company urg'd that of the Hebrews, Ar 
where the Author {peaking of God's con- de 
firming his Promiſe made to Abraham, 
{eems to intimate ſtrongly the neceſſity of #r 
ſwearing in ſome caſes, not vainly, nor in Ge 
common diſcourſe, but ina folemn manner, ie 


e , nw i for 
„ Nat. 5 4 fdr. 6, 13 463 17. { 
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; it, or the avoiding of Contention, and for 


of confirming of tome weighty matter. And 
the Author doth not only alledge it, without 
any manner of Reproof, as a practice a- 
mongſt Men, who ule to ſwear by the great- 

. er, and amongſt whom an Oath for confir- 
mation is an End of Strife; but he adds fur- 
m- ther, that God himſelf, the more abundant. 
\re- ly to ſhew the Immutability of his Counlel, 
hat oth condeſcend to that uſage, confirming 
pa bis promile by an Oath. To all which the 


ore Perſon ſuddenly replied, the Author was 4 


Lyer in that thing: A decifion ſomewhat _ 
iu urpriſing, and no leſs than blaſphemy; yet 
[he had thus much of Ingenuity in it, as to yield 
an the force of the Argument on no eaſier terms 


and do be avoided. 


by Thus If Men will needs imagine an Incon- 
e a- gruity between Preſcience and Free-will, 
not ind ſo reject the one, tho? both are equally 
be- dſſerted in Scripture, I cannot fee how they 
One ęan do it otherwiſe, than by the Non-jurants 
eWS, Argument, But ſurely of Reaſon and 


for 1 Wwe cannot get mm to fad ge t 0 gether in 


* 
W 
I 
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38 0 God's Foreknowledge, 
our Minds, the Reaſon muſt not be any mu- 
tual jarring of theirs, but want of room in 
our Underſtandings. If that Sacred Book 
were impartially read, and Religioully ar- 
tended to, no violence put upon it, but all 
its parts underſtood, (as they onght to be) f 
in Congruity with the main Bulk and Sub- 
ſtance of the Doctrine therein contained, it 
would put an End to this and many other ; 
Debates, The Magiſtrates Sword, and the 
Peoples Conſcience, the Prince's Prerogative, 
and Subjects Liberty; the Divine Attributes, 
and wc ys Eſſential Properties of Humane Na- 
ture; would all enjoy their full Exerciſe and 
Latitude, without invading one another. 
And this leads to the next mg lamto con. 
ſider, Namely, | 
The Harmony of Divine. Area 
Where there are inteſtine Jarrs and truglingy 
Diſcord, there is no Unity, nor any thing; 
like perfection; but thoſe Natural Notions; 
we have of the Being of a God, do at theg 
ſame time, and with equal Evidence, dictate, 
to us his eſſential Perfection; therefore to, 
talk of an imperfect Deity, is ſo great a; 
piece of Non. ſenſe, as cannot ſufficiently bg 
expos'd; becauſe there is nothing in the 
World to which itcan be reduced, more ab. 
| lurd than | it ſelf. * Atbeiſmi is in- 
dee 


5 


ave, 39 
deed a monſtrous thing, yet I think tis capa- | 
bable of a better Colour, than having once 
acknowledg'd an adorable Supreme Being, 
at the ſame time conclude him lame, or de- 
ficient. He that looks about him into the 
World, and yet ſays in his heart, * There is 
1 it God, is properly a Fool, and that cannot 
her | ake a rational Inference, and from the 
hel hingsthat are made, cannot ſo much as con» | 
8e lude there muſt be a + Maker. And when 
utes, oth his Bible aud his own Eyes may inform 
Va. bim, that every Houſe is built by ſome Man, 
and Net (as if the World muſt build it ſelf) ſo 
hoy; ooliſh is he as not to conſider, that he that 
con. built all things is God. But now, he that 
wt hinks God like unto himfelſ( ), that is, ſub- 
re; Ect to Failing and Imperfections, is ſtyled 
FFF 
chino ems co be the heavier charge of the two. 
Ot nd I have heard of ſome of the Ancients, 
* latarch | think it was, ſpeaking to this ef- 
| Katek 3 1 had rather Poſterity ſhould ſay, there 
Yre to. cated wa ſuch 25 Han, * han that Plutareh 
et as an injurious and vile PRES 
ly be Now this Foundation, which is deep laid 
WA th in Scripture and Natural Reaſon, name 
re ab. that God is every way perfect, is enough _ 
— „ e 


— aud Man's Free Agency. 
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to build my whole Deſign upon: e is per- 
fect in Power, * He doth what he will both | 
in Heaven and in Earth; perfect in Juſtice, | 
| + Shall not the Judge of all the Earth do 
right? perfect in Knowledge, || Declaring | 
the End from the Beginning, His (a) Will | 
bs perfect, his (b) Law is perfect, his (c) 
Mork ĩs perfect, all his Ways are Judgment. | 
If the Streams be ſo clear, the Fountain | 
muſt needs be pure. But if any Man now | 
Will raiſe a Diſpute amongſt the Divine Per- 
fections (like that of the Diſciples) which 
ſhould be greateſt ; or ſhould give to much | 
to one, as to leave nothing for another; he 
Would make ſtrange work, Juſt as if 
ſome Man ſhould be ſaid to be a very 
prudent and juſt Perſon in himſelf, yet 
when he comes to deal with his Neighbour, | 
is Prudence undermines his Honeſty, and 
Io he would become a Knave, or on the 
_ contrary, ſhould his Honeſty out-go his 
| Diſcretion, that would (in ſome degree) 
render him a Fool. And this tho' a blunt 
Compariſon, ſeems to be the very caſe in 
Debate. We muſt however be careful to 
| ſpeak with Reverence and Decorum, even} 
in applying the moſt juſt Conſequences ofo- 
f cos ore rl 
* Chron.20.6.F Gen.18.25. it Job 26.4. (4) Rom. 12.2 þ 
(5) Pfal. 18. 50 c) 2 OT 2 1 4. 
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7 ther Mens Doctrine unto the divine Majeſty. 


The Attributes we are concern'd with in 


this matter are chiefly two; but by conſe- 
- quence great many more; God's Wiſdom, 


and his Goodneſs ; the former implies Know- 


| ledge, and that includes Preſcience; the lat- 
ter comprehends Juſtice, in which Free- 


will is ſtrongly implyed. | In reference to 


the firſt, take but away from God his Fore- 


knowledge of future Events, and you may 
| almoſt as well dethrone him; for beſides 


* - 


that, it doth clearly infer Ignorance and Im- 


perfection, whereby his W:/doz and Know- 


| ledge will come in Queſtion ; it carries with 
it a kind of Impotency, for he that knows 
not of an Event before it comes, may be 
| ſurpriſed and defeated of his Expectation; 


and how ſhould he have power to have pre- 


| vented what he knew not of before? Swarex, 


is poſitive in the place above-mentioned, 


That had not God a Fore-knowleage of all 
things, he were net fit to govern the World. 
And asfor the latter, take away from Man 


Intellectual World. 


his Free- agency, and you bring him under 

ſuch a fatality, that he is in no ſort Maſter of 
| his own Actions; and then ſaith the Learn 
ed Dr. Cudworth, * Tou take away the founs | 
dation of diſtributive Fuſtice : For What E. | 


42 ; Of Gods Foreknowledge, | E 


without being ignorant. 


* Rom, 8. 27. + Jere 1 p 20. | Rom, . . 


quity can there be in the Reward or Pu- 
niſhment of thoſe things, wherein Man has 
no choice, and which could not poſſibly 

have fallen out otherwiſe ? So that here is 
no denyinę ofeither, without rejecting one 
or more of the Divine Attributes, and ſo 
rendring the Bleſſed God a lame and im- 

perfect Being; as if ke could not be omni. 
ſcient, but he muſt be Arbitrary; nor juſt, 


Beſides, how ca God be ſaid to ſearch} 
the Heart, & and + try the Reins, or to what|' 
purpole ſhould he do it, unleſs he knows} 
the bent and tendency of Men's Minds, and 
What they will do before they act it? And 
ho can he ſuit his Providences to his bleſ. 
| ſfed|| Ends and Purpoſes, for the good of his 
People, if he knows not the Exigencies that 
ſhall befall them? On the other hand, if 
there be no voluntary Agents inthe World, e 
Wuhat need any Providence at all? General 
Laus might ſerve the turn, tis but putting 
the ſeveral Parts and Wheels of the Creati- 
on together, and ſet them a moving like a 
Pendulum, and they will drive on one ano- 
ther; and ſo Epicurus his Doctrine comes 
in play, that God regards not particular things. 
What can we expect but confuſion and diſor- 
e | %%% OL WINS, POE der,| 
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po hilft we invade the Divine Attributes, 
or labour to ſer them at odds one with ano- 
A 7 
But now, if we lay aſide all Perverſeneſs | 
and Prepoſleſſion, the Harmony of the Di- 
vine PerfeCtions will be a moſt pleaſant ob- 
ject of our Conſideration, God doth not 
impoſe a Neceſſity of finning upon any Man, 


juſt,| but he knows ſome Men will be ready e- 


weld 
vhatl 
ows| 
and} 
And}. 
wleſe} 
this 
that 
„ iff: 
ld, 
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tributes, and harmonious in all his Actings, 
; E N 


nough to ſin, out of choice. He doth not 

punich or reward in Men what he aCteth - 
himſelf, or what he cauſeth them. to a&t - 
without the Inter vention of their Wills; but 
if ſome will be vertuous, and others viti- : 
ous, when they might be otherwile, God 
is juſt in puniſhing and rewarding, tho not 
ignorant in the mean time, who will de- 
ſerve well or ill at his hands. In a word, God 


| doth know, that Man is a Free-Agent, be- 


: cauſe he made him ſo, and doth daily pre- 
ſerve him in that Capacity; he alſo knows, 
that fome Men will abuſe their Freedom in. 
ſpite of all Invitations and Inducements to 


the contrary, unleſs he interpoſe his Sove- 


' reign Power (as ſometimes | conceive he 

' doth to move them irreſiſtably unto good. 
From what hath been ſaid, the Argument: 

will lye thus. God is perfect in all his At- 


and | 
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and Providences, throughout the World:“ 


But the denial of Divine Preſcience doth in. 
fringe his Wiſdom and Power, and the De- 
nia! of Free- will doth obſtruct his juſtice; 
therefore it muſt follow, that Man's Free.“ 
agency is not only conliſtent with God's 
F. ore. Knowledge of future Events, but} 


both of them are moſt certainly true. 


The third thing to be conſidered, is the 
Non cauſality of Divine Preſcience. At the 
time indeed when this Diſcourſe happened, 

Il was Jaught at by one oſthe Gentlemen, for 
ulſing that as an Argument, which he would 
by no means admit for a truth. But I do not { 
look upon laughter as a ſufficient confutati- 
on, and oft-times thoſe who carry things at 
higheſt, are furtheſt out ofthe way. I ſhall} 


therefore lay down this Propofition, and run 
the hazard of Proving it, Namely, that 


Gods foreſight of what J ſhall hereaj eb J 
hath net any cauſality in it, to determine my 
choice, nor to infringe at all my liberty of chooſ-| 
ing. If I can make this evide ts „it will be very 

g that feems to 
byats and miſlead Mens Minds in this matter, 


material; for the main thi 


is an apprehenſion, that God's Fore-know. * 


ledge of any thing muſt needs caule the 
lame, and that thence all other inferiour | 
cauſes muſt ve — on by ſuch a fatal 

Ne. | 


1 


: 


5 "ny 
Necellng, that the Effect is put quite with- 


out the Verge of Liberum Arbitrium. But 
mis I hope will appear to be a great Extra- 


| ana Man's Free Agency. 
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'vagancy from the following Conſiderations. 
Let us then obſerve firſt, that all Foreſight 
or Preſcience, is nothing elſe but a ſort of 
Knowledge, and Knowledge doth ſuppoſe 
ſomething to be known antecedent thereun- 
to. A Man cannot be ſaid to know, but he 
muſt know ſomething that was in being be. 
fore he knew it; and even the Objects of 
Divine Fore-knowledge have a virtual Ex- 
iſtence in God, antecedent in order of Na- 
ture thereunto ; ſo that as to himſelf it is ra- 
ther Intuition than Preſcience, but with re- 
ſpect unto us, and to the not- yet actual Ex- 
i Neves of the Objects, the word Preſeience 
. is proper enough, as was noted before. 


$| 
2 


2 


Knowledge then hath its dependance upon 


the things known, not they on it; and there- 
fore ſtrictly, Knowledge, conſidered bare- 
' ly as ſuch, is an Effect and no Cauſe at all. As 

for Example, I know that the Sun warms and 


; \ refreſhes; but then there was a Sun in being 


| firſt, whole influence I have found to have 
this Effect upon me. I know that the three 


right Angles, becauſe firſt, I have teen a Tri- 
de, and ten] have ſeen the Theorem de- 
e ee 


| Anples of every Triangle are equal to tv "I 
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monſtrated; but my knowing it, is no cauſchll 
why it is ſo. I deny not yet, that the knows n 
ledge of one thing, is frequently the cauſe 
of another thing ſubſequent, and emergentby 

| thereupon but never of that particular thing 
known; for inſtance, my knowledge of « 
high water makes me decline the Foord, 
and go about by the Bridge, but it is not 
therefore the caule of the high water. 1} 
know that ſuch a Man is crafty, for-which 
caule I take care, that he do not over-reac 
me; but my Knowledge is no cauſe of his: 
craſtineſs. * I know the blaſphemy of then 
which ſay they are Fews and are not; ( faith] 
he that holdeth the ſeven Stars in his right 
hand: ) But if any Man will ſay, that this 
knowledge was the cauſeof n ce 
he will go near to be a Blaſphemer himſeli. 
Object. But here it will be objected, That 
theſe Inſtances are only of things already in c 
being, which are not like to be cauſed by ac 
knowledge ſubſequent thereunto; but the Oue· c 
tion is about the knowledge of things to come; 
beſides, if Preſcience be but a ſpecies of Know-|! 
liedge, and that all Knowledge Pace Fe ſome- i 
thing to be known antecedent to it, as was in- 
timated above, it ſeems there may be a certain 
Preſcience of a thing antecedent, or which is 
J 8 e — 


11 — 


Rey. 2. 9. | 2 


| | 1 


and Man's Free Agency. 
cauſc one, Fore-know/edge of a thing paſt But 


$5 not this a plain Contradiction ? 
| This Objection will be eaſily anſwered, 


thingtle more particularly. And firſt, there is a 

e of a kind of Fore- knowledge of certain things, 
thac Man is capabe of, as namely, Changes 
pf the Moon, Ecclipſes of both the great Lu- 
TI, Ipninaries, various Phaſes, Conjunctions and 
hich Configurations of Plancts, Occultations of 
reach Fixed Stars, with divers other Phenomena - 

ig All theſe by Calculation, may be foreleen 
ſor many years, and foretold even to a few 
Minutes. The King's Obſerver, (for Exam - 
right ple) or any other Curious Aſtronomer, 
this knows of theſe Appearances before they 
my, come, and when to watch them at the Ob- 
elf. ſervatory. But is there any Man fo pleaſant, 
That 
ly in cauſe of an Eclipſe? or, if Monſr. Hevelius 
by 4| can tell when ſome of the fixed Stars will 
2ue-| diſappear, that therefore he hides them cun- 
me; ningly, and will not let the World ſee them? 


W 


by conſidering the Nature of Preſcience alit- 


as to ſay, that the Aſtronomers Skill is be 


ow-| Now why ſhould not humane Preſcience, in 


— 


me- its kind and degree, have a power of deter. 
in. mining the Events foreſeen, as well as Bi- 
ain vine? and what's the reaſon that this ſore- 
h zs | light has not the leaſt cauſality upon theſe 
al Effects? Iuppole it will be anlwered, be- 
I ep En rai tO 
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cauſe they depend upon certain regular and 
conſtant Motions of the Celeſtial Bodies, 
which have been ever ſince the World be- 

bar and the like Appearances that are now, 
have been heretofore ; and will be again, ſo 
long as the World ſhall continue; fo that 
this Fore- knowledge is little more than 
Recollection of what is paſt. For as it would 


bave been a rare thing to have ſoretold an 
Fccelipſe before ever there was any, ſo would 
it be an eaſie matter for a Man of ordinary 


Skill, to predict thoſe that ſnall happen unto 


the Worlds end, provided he were furnilh- | 
ed with an exact Hiſtory of all thoſe that 


haue been from the Begining. 


Let us now examine whether theſe, or the | 
lkeReaſons, may not be of force in the bu- 
ſineſs of Divine Preſcience ; and in order 


thereunto, let us ſuppoſe ſome point of time, 


| like that of the Julian Period, before the 


Creation, wherein the World was not yet in 


I being. There was then in God, (1.) The 


Power and Vertue of educing this ſame 
World out of Non-exiſtence into Being. 


—__ (2.) A Will to do it, in ſuch time and man- 


ner as ſeemed good unto himlelf. (3.) A 


pertect Idea or Proſpect of this great Work 


in all its parts and Succeſſion, and all this 


from Eternity: This Idea, or e 
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of all Things and id Actions, that have been, 
or ever {hall be, is what we call Divine Pre- 
icience ; it was antecedent to the actual Ex- 

iſtence of the World, but ſubſequent in or- 


der of nature unto God's Eternal Purpoſe of 


creating it. Now I appeal to the Reaſon 
of Mankind, whether it is the Platform that 
builds the Houle, or whether we ought to 


refer the cauſe of the Worlds production 
unto this Idea, or rather to the Concurrence 


of Divine Will and Power. 
If it be till urged, That God's Fore-know- 


ledge of Events mult of neceſſity produce the 
ſame, | ſince what he foreknows is /, 


ro paſs. It may ealily be anſwered, that 
what God forelees, is indeed certain; but 


ſuch certainty doth not conſiſt in the fore- 
ſight, but in the cauſes foreſeen; and tho'the 
fect will ſurely come to paſs, yet not with. 
out its proper cauſes; of which cauſes, fore- -- | 
knowledge can be none at all, unleſs it could 
be both the Cauſe and Effect of the lame 


thing, which is impoſſible. 


Obj. But how can God's F ore-knowledge be 
called an Effect, which doth ever ſuppoſe an 
ant ecedent Cauſe ? For ſince you grant it to 
have been from Eternity, if it be an Effect, 
it muſt be an Eternal One, whoſe antecedent 
Cauſe . e be uch from beyond _ 
any Es 


re to come 
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Eternity. Nor have you yet ſufficiently ex- 
plained how far, or whether you admit there 
may be ſuch a thing, as Fore-knowledge of what 
is already paſt, which was objected before. 
To this laſt part of the Object ion 1 have 
already ſaid, (if it be conſidered) what a- 
mounts to a ſufficient Anſwer; but yet I ſhall 
endeavour to be a little pldine. 
Feirſt then, that God did foreknow the 
things that are now paſt, as well as what are 
to come, is by no means to be doubted ; 


but to ſay, that he does now foreknow what | 
is already paſt, is Non-ſenle, becaule it im- 


plies the futurity of what is elapled ; as if l 


mould ſay, God fore knows the Deluge, or 


the Building of Babel; this would be contra- 


diction in point of time, as though the things 


Were yet to come, which are long ſince paſt; 


B but it's proper to lay, God did foreknow 
But Secondly, the Notion ] aim at, will 
belt be apprehended, by remembring 
always to diſtinguiſh between the real and 
the vertual Exiſtence of things; the former 
is brought forth in time, and therefore | ſay, 
Sad did forelee from Eternity; but | can- 


not fay ſo of the latter, which being it ielf 


| Eternal, can admit no priority in point of 


time. As for inſtance, 10000 years ago the 


955 World " 
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1 


World was not extant, and ſomething 
doubtleſs will be hereafter, which is not 


now ; but there never was, nor ever will be 


any thing extant, but what 1s, or was, Vir-. 


tally, exiſtant in God, and clearly viſible _ 


to his all· ſeeing Eye from all Eternity; there- 


fore God's Omniſcient View, or Idea of all 


things, being antecedent to the Creation, 
but ſublequent in order of Nature to the 


Vertual Exiftence of the World, is Fore- 
knowledge with reſpect to the one; but 


Contemplation or Intuition in reſpect of the 


other. If we look forward to the Creation, 
it is Preſcience; but if we look back upon 
Eternity, it is the reſult of Divine Will and 
Power,or it is God's e bs himſelfcthe 
(as I ſaid be- 
fore) is an effect of the Divine Purpoſe, to 
build a world: which Purpoſe is the higheſt. 
Tink in the Chain of Cauſality, even as the 
firſt ſtep of Solomon towards building of the 
Temple was this, * Behold, I purpoſe to 
build an Houſe untothe Name of the Lord my 


Plarform of his Deſign, whic 


God. It is true, that God is infinite and Eter- 


| nal in all his Attributes, and ſo there can be 
no Precedence amongſt them in order of 

time, yet in order of Nature there muſt be 

Priority, ſince God cannot be ſaid to behold 
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a pure Nothing, to lee, know, and behold, Ion 
are Relative Terms, and do ever ſuppoſe ] ter 
ſomething to be leen, known, or beheld. Cre 

Thirdly, As for the other part of the Ob- | pol 
jection againſt an Eternal Effect, it will lye I Fol 
as bard apainſt our Bleſſed Saviour, who is I Ere 
the Eternal Son of God, the brightneſs of his infi 
Fathers Glory, the Expreſs Image of his Per- I unf 

| fon, and the Effect of his Love to Mankind. I eve 
hele allo are relative Terms, a Son {uppo- I his 
ſes a Father; an Image, or Copy, ſuppoſes | /c/ 
an Original, yet none ſurely doubts the Eter- I He 
nity of him who laid the foundations of the | poi 

Earth, and whoſe Throne is for ever and ever. Go 

II put the Queſtion even now, what the ſing 

_ reaſon was, that the Aſtronomers Skill and I the 
Fore · knowledge of the Celeſtial Phenomema, [mu 

had not the leaſt influence to cauſe the ſame ? Þ kn 
and I gave this Anſwer, becauſe theſe Phe- of 
nomena did depend upon certain Motions of iro 
the Heavenly Bodies, which were regular, | | 
and had been from the beginning of the pes 

World; and fo it was but enquiring into Jnot 
theſe Motions, and the Fore. knowledge of cre 

Eclipſes, Conjunctions, and the like, would Þica 

| follow by conſequence. Let it be now de- Por 
manded, why Divine Preſcience had not JE! 
any cauſality or influence upon the Creati- ai 
"*Hon Ew In ooo rm WAl 
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on? and I ſhall anſwer this e juſt af. 
ter the fame manner; namely, becauſe the 

Creation did depend upon the Will and Pur- 

poſe of God, which is the firſt Mover, the 
Fountain-Cauſe of all things, and was from 
Eternity. Omnipotence it ſelf, and even 
infinite Goodneſs, would ſeem barren and 
unfruitful without a Will to Act, for what- 
ever God made in Wiſdom, and ruleth by 
his Power, were wrought after the * C 
{cl of his own Will ; nor is there any thing in 
Heaven or in Earth, that can preſcribe (in 


point of cauſality) unto the Blefled Will of 
God: 'Tis no more then, but Gods behold-. 


ing, or taking a View of his own Purpoſe, and 
the Fore- knowledge. of the future World: 


muſt follow by conſequence, which Fore- 


knowledge is nothing elle, but the Proſpect: 
of what was potentially exiſtent in himſelf, 5 
ſrom everlaſting, as hath been ſaid. 
From the foregoing Diſcourſe it may ap- 
pear, that Divine Preſcience, as ſuch, can- 
not in propriety, of. Speech be ſaid to have 
created the World, nor to have had any ef. 
ficacious influence thereupon ;- and if: we 
conlult the Scripture; we ſhall find the ſame 


{yer more evident: There we find that God! 


laid, + Let. ene 955 ee! A wat light. 


at 
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That, by the Word of the Lord were the Hea. ] the 
vens made, + and all the hoſt of them by theſ ne 
breath of his Mouth. || That the Morldiſ tha 
were framed bythe Word of God. (a) And, an 
that He upholds all things by the Word of hi: Pre 
Power. Now whether we take the Word] be 

of God for his Power, or for his powerfulſ tha 
Command, or for the manifeſtation of his fec 
Will, (as it is frequently uſed in Scripture Ca 
under theſe and ſundry other acceptations ) Go 

it will ſtill come to the fame thing, and what true 

I am pleadinꝑ for; but Ido not obſerve i Bec 
ever taken for Preſcience, nor will the Bibleſ io: 
(I chink) afford an Inſtance of any Cauſali 7 
ty aſcribed thereunto; but on the contrary {aid 
many Scriptures do clearly evince DiviniÞthe) 
Preſcience, and at the {ame time aſcribe the 
Events foreſeen to other Cauſes, whiciſÞof :. 
muſt needs be very much to the matter We 
hand, I ſnall mention two or three. deft 
Firſt, Our Saviour Chriſt (as was noted 1/ 
before) is ſaid to know all things that ſnould A 
come upon him; and yet his being deliveredfd t 
unto death by the ems, is attributed to theinÞtra 
ignorance; For had they known, they wouldgrar 
not have crucified the Lord of Glory. J 
S Secondly, In the 29th. Chap. of St. Laube hd 

_ Goſpel, (4) our Lord Chriſt ſoretold ( andPiis: 
e /// 8 

| * Plal- 33-6, T Heb, 11. 3. || Heb, 1.3. (4) Ver. 4344 *C 


4. therefore certainly he foreknew it) that E- 
hh nemies would caſt a Trench about Feruſalemy 
a; that they would layut even with the Ground, 
dl and not leave one ſtone, upon another. Should 
i: Preſciencshave theſe diſmal Effects, it might 
rd be thought to bea very malignant thing; and 
fulf that which belongs to God as a Divine Per- 
his] ſection, could not be cleared from being the 
are Cauſe of much Evil. But let us not charge 
Id fooliſhly, fince we are informed of the 
half true cauſe in the very next Words; namely, 
ei Becauſe thou kneweſt not the time of thy viſitas 


177777-6 --—!! Ee 
ali Thirdly, In the Prophecy of Hoſea, it is 
ry, laid of Iſrael, Ephraim and Fudah, *: that 
ine they ſhall fall in their Iniquity, and that they, 
theÞ(hall be as Chaff driven with the Whirlwind:out 
vichlef the floor, and as ſmoak out of the Chimney... 
r iÞWas this Fore-knowledge the cauſe of that 
deſtruction ? No; for it is preſently. added; 
ted 1/rael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf... 
ould Again, the Prophet Ezekiel is command. 
ereded to fay unto the Prince of Tyrus, Thae 
heiſptrang ers, the ternible of the Nations, ſhalt: 
011 6raw their Sword againſt the Beauty of thy, 1 
Wiſdom, and they ſhall defile thy brightneſs, 
uhe'qprd bring thee down to the pit, &c. And ſhall! 
andthis come upon him becauſe God foreſaw it?? 
bs No, 
3344] 7 Chap» 5. Chap, 13, K Reb 38. 
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No; but becauſe thine heart was lifred up; 
and thou haſt ſaid, I am a G. 

© Laſtly, To name no more, St. Paul ex- 
bhorting * to ſtedfaſtneſs in the Faith, fore - 
tells the Coming of the Man of Sin, which 
would be after the working of Satan, with all 
Power and Signs, and Lying Wonders ; thai 
there would be a falling away from the truth, 
and men ſhould believe Lyes, that ſo they might 


be damned. Now ſhould any Man to requitef 
St. Paul for his Care of the Church, as to 


lay the blame of all theſe ſad Conſequences 
upon him, 1 know not whether would be 


greater, the Folly or Wickedneſs of ſuch 4 


Charge; and it would be yet worſe, to la 
the fault upon the Spirit by which he 
ſpake, as coming near to Blaſphemy againk 


_ the Holy Ghoſt. But the Text carrie] 
the Cauſe along with the Effect, name! 
ly, + Becauſe they received not the love of thi 

Truth, that they might be ſaved, for this canſ | 


God ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſions, &c 


When truth has offer'd it (elf by Miracles 
and all poſſible demonſtrations. unto thi 
minds of Men, and will not be received, if 


is a Ggnalpiece of Juſtice, to give them ove 


to helieve a Lye. But here firft the true Ph 
fitian of @ Chriſtian Soul admoniſheth i} 


vs 


1 
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ſafety and it's danger; it's ſafety, nor robe 
ſoon ſhaken 3; and it's danger of being deciev- 


ed : Now, if the Soul reject both the Phy. 
ſitian and his Advice, and having wilfully 


put it {elf into the Hands of an Ignoramus, is 


_ deftroy'd by him; nothing in the World can 


be more ridiculous, than to blame the time 
ly Warning and Foreſight of the good Phy. 


ſitian. | 


Object. But as concerning theſe and other 
Prophetick Scriptures, I meet with this Sl. 
vo, namely, That whatever God ſoretells, he 
doth by his power inforce the accompliſhment 
and fulfilling of the ſame. For ( ay thele 
Perſons) tho God knows all things knowable, 


yet ſuch Events as are contingent, or depend 


upon the fluctuating, and undetermin'd Mills of 
Men, are never knowable till they are brought 
to paſs ;, and therefore God cannot foreknow = 
them. But now, what God will have brought 1 
to paſs, and whereof he gives Notice to the 
World by his Prophets, he doth bend and impel 
Mens Minds to do them, and by an irreſiſt able 
influence bring them to effect. 
This Argument indeed ſtrikes home; the 
only danger is, that it goes too far; and will 
prove what the Patrons of it ſeem highly to 


eppole, None can pretend a greater concern 


for the Honour of God, than thoſe that de- 
ee © 7 e claim 


| 
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claim againſt what they call Horrendum De- | w 
cretum; yet this Hypotheſis of theirs will Jar 
force them to admit the very fame thing, I fc 
and will make God the Author of Sin with J hi 
an high hand. For if in reference to all ſuch || h: 
things as are foretold by Prophecy, there Ie 
muſt not be admitted any thing contingent, | w 
nor purely voluntary, as falls out in other Ine 
affairs; but all ſuch Events are brought a- o 
bout by abſolute force; what is this but a ce 
fatal and inevitable Decree ? And how can |} be 

| ſecond Cauſes fall under any blame, fince I dt 
they are infallibly predetermin'd by God's | ti 
Almighty Power? Hence it will follow, that | to 
l the Fews and the Roman Soldiers, were no | d, 
more to be blamed for their Injuſtice and | p-. 
Cruelty to the Bleſſed Jeſus, than a Watch IS. 

= is for going too faſt, when the Spring is ſet Þ w 
too high, or made too ſtrong for the Move- 81 
' ment. And if the fault be not in ſecond Þ N 
Cauſes, it muſt of neceſſity lye upon the firſt. B 
It will bein vain to alledge, that they had | N 
been grievous Sinners formerly, and there- I h. 
fore God juſtly gave them up afterwards to v. 

| hardneſs of Heart. For, * The Lamb was | ar 
= flain from the foundation of the World, tho” 
not actually, yet ſo as to be the Object of I &: 
Divine Preſcience, unleſs you will ſay, he | w 
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was ſlain from the foundation of the World, 5 


and yet God knew not of it. It was then 


foreknown unto God, that the Lamb would 
he actually flain, before they that ſlew him 
had done good or evil. So that if God do 
enforce whatever he foreknows, then they 
who crucified ous. Saviour, were under a 
neceſſity of doing it, from the foundation 

of the World; and they who ſhall be ſedu - 


ced by Antichriſt to believe a Lye, and ſo a ö 


be damned, have been about ſixteen hun- 


dred years under a fatal Decree of Damna- 


tion, And even Adam, whom all Men grant 
to have had Free- will, muſt have been un- 
der a neceſſity of falling; unleſs we ſhall ſup. 


| poſe, that when God foreordained his dear 
Son for a * Sacrifice, he did not know to 


what End. But the Lamb ſlain doth ſuppoſe 


Sin to be attoned, and that implies Sinners: 


Now there could not be Sinners, but ſome 
Body muſt fin firſt, and that being the firſt 
Man Adam, muſt (by this Argument) 
have ſinned, not out of choice, but una. 
voidable neceſſity, which is a moſt horrid 


and impious ablurdity. _ 


Thus we have at hand three pregnant In- 
ſtances, which do mightily expoſe the 
weakneſs of the Objection : The Sin of 


1 5 wn, _ Adam, * 
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Adam, the Death of Chriſt, the Deſtrufli- 


on of Feruſalem: The firſt of theſe appears 
to have been certainly foreknown unto God, 


and yet none denies that Adam had power 


to have ſtood innocent. The ſecond was lo 
particularly foretold by our Saviour him. 
ſelf, that the very Perſons were pointed out, 
Who were the chief Actors in it; yet Had 

they known, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of Glory. The third likewile was 
largely and punctually prophecied; yet had 
* Feruſalem known in her day, the things 
which belonged to her peace, Chriſt fays, 
+ He would have gathered her Children to- 
gether, as the Hen gathereth her Chickens 
under her wings, bat ſue would not. So that 
in theſe great Events, we may eafily diſ- 
cern a referv'd condition, and an evident 
_ poſſibility of having been otherwiſe, tho? 


7, they were all known unto God from the 


Foundation of the World. For in caſe of 
right Judgment and Information ( poſſible 
enough to have been attain'd) Adam had 
not ſinned, Chriſt had not ſuffered, Feruſa- 
lem had not been ruin d. They were all 
indeed foreſeen in their Cauſes, and thole 
Cauſes were ſure to produce their. proper 
Effects ſo far as they were permitted; that 
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is, God foretaw, that Men left to their Li- 
berties and their Luſts, would make a falle 
Eſtimate of things, and would be ſure to 
Jact accordingly; but yet ſuch foreſight had 


no Cauſality upon ſuch Actions, as hath 


been ſaid; nor could there be any inforce- 
ment from God upon ſuch Events, where- 
by the Liberty of free Agents was in the 
leaſt diminiſhed, if the Scriptures be admit- 


ted for truth.” ' .. 


Bur here I would not be miſunderſtood, | 
as if I thought God to be an unactive be- 


holder of all thoſe Tranſactions which are 
foretold by Prophecy : Surely he is too 


much a Cauſe of all things, to be a Nude 
Spectator of any one Action; and certain E- 
vents I grant to have been as well predeter-. 
min'd as nr er of which | ſhall give! 
ently. When God purpoleth: 
to have any thing brought about, he can ea. 


Inſtance pr 


ily ſer Agents at work, and remove Impedi- 


ments; he can turn Mens Hearts like Ri- 
vers of Water, yet never ſo, as to put any 
preternatural force upon the Will to do evil. 
For the courſe of Divine Providence, 
( tho" inviſible to us) I conceive to be ſo 
laid, and things dependent (by Gud'sdiſpo- 
ſal) in ſuch a Series and Concatę nation, that 
various Cauſes and 8 con- 


5 to be conſidered, namely, That fruure cun- 


1 * ba te God Were can. be na ſuch rn 
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eur to operate upon Mens Faculties, io ſuch ch 
fort, as to make: them willing to act their 
Parts, (unknown oft times unta themſelves) I Su 
n order to effect the Almighty's Furpoſe. I ad 
Upon which Account I am apt to believe, ” 
that even in reference to thoſe Events that I jet 
are under a peremptory Decree, molt of I ho 
the Actors that bring them about, are as e 
much free Agents, as is the Husband man En 
in his choice of a fir ſeaſon to plow! his I an. 
ground. But however, the things l main- er 
ly inſiſt upon axe theſe, that ſincæ Men de- Ik 
rive that ſtrength from God, by which they It 
 Blaſpheme his Name, and violate his Laws, I the 
Soc muſt be the primary Cauſe of thoſe [yer 
Actions, butnotofthe-Wil wherewiththey Igor 
ate done. That he doth not Enforce the Vo- Iten 
litians unto Evil, and yet he fore-knows for 
them: Andithat in divers Inſtances it doth Img 
appear, that thoſe Events and Actions have 
| been foreknown unto God, of which the are 
immediate inſtruments have been free and I ſtan 
i . made of a 
oi 
There is yet another part ofthe Objeftion 


tingents are not knowable. J confels, they 
are inſcrutable tous, to whom they are con- Itt i 


vn 


an- 
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thing; for he that makes any thing contin- 
gent unto God, leaves him obnoxious to 
Surprize and Diſappointment, and conſe- 
quently under great Difficulty of Governing 
the World. For the clearing of this point, 
et us lay down for a ground-work (What I 
hope is not denied by any that I am concern- 
ed with, namely, ) that God Almighty | 

knows moſt perfectly all things prefent ; 
and let us ſee whether this will not both in- 

fer the knowledge of things to come, and 
takeaway all 1 * with reſpect un- 

to God. And by the way, let us obſerve 
the knowledge of Mankind, which the 
very dim and imperfect, even in things 
now exiſtent, and before our Eyes, yet ex- 

tends in ſome degree to things both paſt and 
future. The Hiſtorian is acquainted with | 
many revolutions of former Ages, and from 
2 parity of Reaſon may foreſee fome that 


are to come. The Phyſitian, that under- 


ſtands in any competent Meaſure the Nature 
of a Medicine, knows from whence it de- 
tives it's Original, what are it's conſtituent” 
Principles, and how it will operate. The 
Mechaniſt that underſtands an Engine, 


knows how it was made, the parts of which 


t is compoſed, and what Feats it will per⸗ 
ſorm. The * that enquires into 
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the Reaſons of Things, and the Agency of 


Bodies, with the various Affections of Mat- 


ter and Motion, can tell before hand the 


| tucceſs of divers Experiments and Under- 
takings, which are in the dark to other 
People. And the Aſtronomer can tell the 
future Appearances of Heaven, as was no- 
ted before. Now if all this, and much more, 
reſult from Man's imperfect knowledge of 
a few things, we muſt ſure conclude ſome. 
thing further from God*s moſt perfect 
knowledge of all things, eſpecially if we 
add hereunto, the conſideration of his Do- 
minion and Soveratgnty over all Creatures. 
The World is a great Machine or Engine, 
which God made at firſt, and ſtil] upholds 

its Being and Motion by the Word of his 


Power: Not ſo much as an Atome can ſtir 


but by Vertue derived from him. Shall we 
then think that the great Operator knows 


be ignorant of its Motions, or of the luflu- 
encè that one part hath upon another? It is 


_ poſſible a Curious Artiſt may makea piece] 


of Watch work to repreſent all the viſible 
| Motions of the Heavens, and to meaſure 
out time to an incredible degree of Exact. 
neſs: The Maker of luch a piece muſt needs 
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know it's Numbers, how long it will go, 


how one Motiondepends upon another,and 


one Wheel drives on another; nor can he 
be ignorant, that if he ſuffer the ſprings to 


run down, and Wind them up no more, the 


Motions will ceaſe, and his Contrivance 


will become altogether uſeleſs: Or if by 


any other means, he ſtop ſome of the Mo- 
tions for a time, they cannot ſtir till he 


gives them liberty, tho” the reſt are going 


in the mean while. Thus the Divine Archi- 


tel, that framed the World, knows all it's 


Parts and Influences, all it's hidden Springs 


of Motion, all the Caules of every Effect, 


with their Connexion.and Dependence,and 


the Agency of every particle of matter 


throughout the Univerſe. He knows for 


what duration he deſign'd it's Motion and 
Exiſtence, and the time when * Heaven 


and Earth ſhall paſs away. Nor can he be 


ignorant, that if be withdraw the Springs 
of Life, his ſupporting providence from any 


Creature, or. from the whole World, it 


mult ſink into a ſtate of Inactivity or Anni- 
hilation. Now as it would be an idle Fan- 
cy to think, that in ſuch a Watch, there 


ſhould {tart up ſome new Mo. ion, not de- 
ſign'd, and unexpected by the Maker: So it 
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is far more extravagant to talk of any thing 


cContingent in reſpect of God, in as much F 


es his Work is perfect, and he can com- 
mand a punttual obfervance of thoſe Laws 
and Rules which he himſelf hath given to 
the Creation, whilſt XFire and Hail, Snow 
and Vapour, Stormy Wind fulfil his Word. 

The Sum is this: God Almighty knows 
moſt perfectly all things preſent; that is, 
the hidden ſprings of Action, and all the la. 
tent cauſes now operating; the Nature and 
Veꝛrtues of all things in being, with the ut. 
moſt extent cf their powers and influence, 


are all manifeſt in his ſight ; but ſince natu- 


ral things do not work in an inſtant, their 
force and efficacy muſt extend to ſuture 
time, if 1 may not ſay, till time ſhall be no 
more; ſor one part of Matter will ſtill ope- 
rate upon another, whilſt Sun and Moon en- 
dures. Now ſince God cannot know per- 


| feftlythe force of any Agent, but (at the 
ſame time) he muſt know allo the Eflect it] 


will have upon it's Patient, and how far a- 


gain that Patient will become active upon 


other things; it will follow, that if God 


did not know things to come, he muſt of 


neceſſity be ignorant of a thouſand things 
Preſent; for as the knowledge of Cauſes im- 
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plies | the knowledge of Effects, fo doth the 
not knowing of Effects unzvoidably infer. 


the ignorance of Cauſes. And as he that 
draws one Link of an extended Chain, draus 


the whole, and the Motion of one 'of the 
Globuli, moves thole that ate contiguous, 
and thote again others indefinitely; So it is 
benni to know any one thing perfect- 


{ly without the knowledge of mere; and 


God's moſt perfect knowledge of all things 
preſent, n impiy che antes of all 


things future. 
It may be ſaid, That al this 6s true with 


reſpect unto inanimate Creatures, but Aan 


lbs from an mernal. Principle, aud being 
left to the Liberty of his Will, may either at 
67 ſuſpend his Aion; and be fides, 3 | 
o many things m en to influence | 
1% has *; oa arg 9% whether of the 
two he will chooſe, until he have effettuaily f 
choſen. © / 
Uncertain doubtlelt it is to ofer Men, . 


a. | and oft. times to a Man's {elf, what he wills 
| do in ſome caſes ; but mite Ged ; it cannot 
be fo, for theſe two Realonseipectally 


Furſt, The Heart indeed is ſo are | 
that for a Man to find out the Subtiltiesof hu 


own „vis no cafe WOE; and it malt de 


ä 
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vet harder to know another Man's. But Id 
* God ſees not as Man ſees; he not only u 
looks upon the heart, but he looks into it; It 
+ He ſearches and tries it; He knoms the moſt t 
intimate Secrets of the Soul, and is a diſceru. t 
er of the thoughts and intents; all Creatures It 


are manifeſt in his ſight ; all naked and open n 
before his Eyes. It is impoſſible then they a 
ſhould deceive him, or act bey ond or con- | £ 
i ttary to his Expectation... For ſince words Ir 
and actions flow ( as ſtreams from a Foun- | d 
tain) out of the abundance of the Heart, tl 
it would be ſtrange that God ſhould know] C 
ſo exactly what the Fountain contains, and | 7 
yet be ignorant what Streams muſt iſſue t] 
© Secondly, Since the Principles from t 
whence all humane Actions do proceed, may v 

de reduced to two, namely, thole of Na.. 
ture and Grace, and God muſt know the] ti 
Efficacy of them both, in as much as the one] R 


proceeds from the work of his Hands, and t. 
the other from the operation of his Spirit; n 
it muſt follow that God cannot ba ignorant | b 
how far Truth or Errour, Vercue or Vice, | t 
Equity or Injuſt ice, Reaſon or Fallacy, Re- ft 
ligion or Intereſt will prevail upon any] t. 
Man, either in his Natural Capacity, or un- S 
e eee ee Ga my 
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ut! der ſuch a Mealure of Grace as he beſtows 


upon him for that purpole. For as he knows 
the force of natural Agents, and the diſpoſi- 
tion of every Patient to receive, or to repel 
their Agency; to can he not be ignorant of 
the Efficacy of that Vertue, which proceeds 

more immediately from himſelf, All which 
amounts to thus much in ſhort, that God 
Almighty is the Fountain Caule and Sove- 
raign Ruler of all things, both in the King- 
doin of Nature and that of Grace ; and 


| therefore muſt know the whole Series of 


Cauſality from the beginning to the Erd. 
And ſince that which is an effect of one 
thing, becomes the Cauſe of another; he 


| mult equally know the things to come as 


thoſe preſent; unleſs there be tome Effects, 
Which proceed not from any Cauſe at all. 
Let us now conſider the Nature ofa Con- 
tingent, and what it is that ſhould make 
Men think it cannot be foreknown. AC Con- 
tingent ( beſides the ſtricter Notion as it fig- 
nifies the effect of a voluntary cauſe ) may 
be, as I apprehend, more ſtrictly taken, for _ 
the encountring, or meeting together of 


| ſundry Effects, whole Caules do not appear 


to have had any Connexion. As when a 
| Spring-tide,a Land-flood,and a Storm from 
the Sea, happening at once, do make an 
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Inundation. Or when a Traveller in his 


Journey meets with a ſhower. Or two 
Friends ferting oat from ſundry Ports, meet 


ina far Country, without deſigning it, or 


knowing one of another. Now a high wind 
and a Spring Tide, a Journey and a Shower, 


have each of them Cauſes ſufficient to pro- 


duce them, but they are contingent each to 
other, as alfo in reſpect of us, who not 


Knowing that ſuch cauſes were operating, 
could not foreſee the effects. But the caſe is 


not fo with God, it is not yet come to that 


pass, that becauſe Men cannot foreſee con- 
tingent Events, that therefore we muſt con- 
clade, that God cannot do it neither. For as 


Wind and Weather are in his Hands, and 


obey his Will, ſo Voluntary good Actions 
flow originally from the Holy Spirit, and 
evil Actions are permitted, as the Devils 
were to enter into the Swine: Nor can 


wicked Agents go one hair's breadth 


deyond their appointed limits. And even | 
permiſſion it ſelf doth imply Fore-know- | 


ledge; for how can any one be ſaid to have 


permitted, what he knew not of before it 


| was done? I hope, that to evade this Ar- 
gument there's none will ſay, that God gives 


to wicked men a general Licence to do 
hat they pleaſe, whilſt he in the mean 
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- | moſt perfectly the heart of Man, and 
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time knows not in particular, What wick. 


edneſs they will commit, until they have 


acted it. For beſides, that this Character 


is exactly ſuited unto Satan in his Kingdom 


of Dark neſs, it deſtroys Divine Providence 
root and branch; for how can God limit, 


- | or over-rule to his own good Ends and Pur- 


poles, thoſe Events whereof he hath no 
particular foreſight ? or how can he be laid 


in ſach a caſe to govern the World at all. 


But as concerning the Nature of a Volun- 


tary Action, I have ſpoken before; I ſhall 


only add in this place, that ſince God knows 


what cauſes ate intereſted in forming of his 
Judgment; how far the Will follows the 


Diczate ofthe Underitanding, and of right 
| Reaſon, or whether it is captivated by Sen- 
| fual Appetite, and by the luſts that warm 
| his Members: Since God (I fay) doth 
 infallibly know the Springs of all Actions, 
whe: her from Senfe, from Realon, or from 
Grace, and to what degrees any kind of Ex- 


ternal or Internal force can bend thoſe 


| Springs ; he maſt of neceſſity know what 


Man (purely left to his own Faculties ) 


will do upon any occaſion. _ 1 
lu have infiſted longer upon this Objeftion, 
2X | as allo upon the Non-cauſality of Divine 


Ie 
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Preſcience, than ſome perhaps will think to 
have been neceſſary; but becauſe the ſence 


of the Objection is ſaid to come from Per- 
fons of very great Learning and Reaſon, 


and I did my ſelf hear it ſtrongly urged, 


that Preſcience muſt needs cauſe the things 
Foreſeen; | thought it not amiſs to enlarge a 


little upon both the Points, in order to clear | 
them up to common Underſtandings; but 


Whether I have done it to Satisfaction, 1 
muſt leave to the Readers Judgment. The 


ſum of what I have ſaid in reference to this 
laſt mentioned (which I diſcourſed of be- 
fore) is this, that to affirm Divine Preſci- 


ence to have a Cauſality, in ſuch fort, that 


the Events foreſeen could not poſſibly have 
fallen out other wiſe, is Abſurd, and it is falſe. 
It is Abſurd becauſe it puts the Cart before 

the Horſe, and makes that to be a cauſe 


Phich is purely an effect; and it is Falſe, 


becauſe it is contrary to the word of Truth, 
ceiontained in the Scriptures. I ſha!] now. 
conclude this part of my Eſſay, with the 


words of the Schoolman; * Neque hinc 


etiam fit, ut per banc Præſcientiam, Deus 


 #mponat neceſſitatem aliquam rebus ſic cogni- 


ii, quia has Scientia, ut ſic, non eſt earum | 
dauſa. It doth not follow from hence, that | © 
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God 5 bis Fore · knowledge impoſeth any ne- 
ceſſuy upon the things ſo known, becauſe this 
knowledge, as ſuch, is not the Cauſe of them. 
Baut before I come to the laſt part of my 
Deſign, | muſt make a ſhort Digreſſion, to 
prevent an Objection that may ariſe from 
what J {aid not long ago, namely, That the 


Divine Will was the fountain Cauſe of all 
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9 


9 


we 
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things, as being the firſt Mover; for no doubt 
God is the firſt cauſe of all Motion, tho he 
never determines any,exerted by a free Agent 
to @ wrong, Objelt; and all things being 
_ wrought (as the Apoſtle lays) after the 
Counſel of his Will. From hence it may be 
urged, That tho' Divine Preſcience have no 
cauſality, yet ſince we grant that the Divine 
{| Willis the firſt cauſe of all things; nor can we 
deny, that whatever God wills, be certainly. 
 foreſees ; doth it not follow from hence, that 
| all things muſt come to paſs according to the 
fixed Purpoſe and Preordination of God, 


in ſuch ſort, that the Will of Man muſt - 


needs be over-ruPd and predetermin'd, and 
conſequently the free- agency of rational C rea- 
tures wholly evacuated? 
1 anſwer, this will by no means alloy 75 
1 as may appear from the conſideration of che 
| Tollowing particulars. 


Be Though God ſoreſees whatever hs 


will 0 
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will have brought to effect, yet we cannot 
ſay on the cantrary, that he wills every» 
1 ehing he forefees. God, tis true, wills even 
the 

with a will permiſſive of them, not effec- 
tive; perfectly knowing (as a Wiſe Man 
would ſhrewdly 


inful Actions, which he foreſees, but 


gueſs ) what Perſons, fo 
and fo inclined, will do in ſuch and ſuch 


_ Circumſtances, being only Inabled, not Im- 
pelled, to act, and being leſt to follow their 


own Inclinations. And ſo he may certainly 


foreſee many things, which he never wills 
by a poſitive and effectively determinative 
will. He equally foreſees all things that 
come to pals, otherwiſe he would be de- 
ficient in point of Knowledge; but we 


* 


muſt nora. he wills them Equally. For 
; e to approve of evil, and ſo he 
would be deficient in point of Goodneſs. 
For inſtance, he predetermin'd Iſrael's De- 
liverance from Egyptian Bondage, and he 
like wile foretold it: So that herein his Pur- 


poſe and Foreſight run Parallel. But then 


de ſoretold Pharaoh's Obſtinacy in detain- 
ing the People, at the ſame time when he 
will d him to let them go; and herein his 
Foreſight and expreſs Will are quite contra- 
ry. He wills, that Aen ſhould fear the Lord, 
and ſerve him in ſincerity and in truth; and | N 
Ee ws go oe 
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not only ſo, but that they ſhould do it ut 
of * free choice, ariſing from a true Judg- 


ment of things; yet he foreknows that 


lome will be Diſobedient, and roy gy ſhall 


abound . He wills, that his choſen. People 
be with him, and ſee his Glory || , and he 
know it fhall be ſo ; he knows that others 
will dye in their Sins, but he hath ſworn he 
wills it not (a). Whatever God hath pro · 


claim'd, is an undoubted Object of Divine 


Preſcience; but every Object of Divine 


Preſcience is not therefore preardain'd, nor 
agreeable to his Will, Good things are e- 
qually the Objects of Divine Pleaſure and 
Foreſight ; but we cannot ſay the like of 


| Evil. We may fay indeed, that God forc+ 


ee 


| ſees an Evil Action, but we cannot ſay he 
| would have it done, nor that he hath-pow- 
er to do it; for both theſe would imply a 
contradiction, ſince tis purely inconſiſtent 
with the Divine Nature to have either 


A ſecond Conſideration is this, That tho 


| the Divine Will be truly and unchan ge ably : 
one and the fame, yet is it diſtinguiſhable 


according to a threefold difference of things 


about which it is converſant. As firſt, when 


God 


(4) lat. 19. 28. 
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: God deſigns to bring about ſome lp: ſpecial at | 
of his Providence in the World, as that Pro- 


miſe made to Abraham, Unto thy Seed ri 
will I give this Land; in this reſpect his I, 
Will is Poſitive and lrreſiſtable, nor can all zn 

the Powers of Earth and Hell, put one Mi- 
nutes ſtop unto his Pur poſe or Decree, | Z 
But Secondly, when God commands any 260 


thing to be done by his People, as their 5 
Duty, and for their Good, he deals not with A 
them as inanimate Creatures, but as ratio- tna 
nal Ones; he propoſes unto them a Rule or apt 
Law, with the Benefit of obſerving it; as tn 
for Example, Honour thy Father and thy Gio 
| Mother, that thy days may be long in the ſaf 
Land, &c. But he doth not inforce the | ha; 
| obſervation of this Law, upon all thoſe to pay 
whom it is given; for ſo there would be the 
0 Tranſgreſſion. He propounds it to their plo 
choice, expecting a Voluntary Obedience 155 
upon promiſe of a Reward, which reward the 
cannot be commenſurate to an Obedience ing 
upon Force, which properly is no Obedi- all 
ence at all. In this ſenſe therefore his Will | Gr 
is Imperative, but not Irreſiſtable; for | 
the 14 -mecked are ſaid ro reſ * the Holy tha 
bo 1158 
wd 7 vrdh, when God forbids any the 
. = : 19 
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| thing to be done by us, that would difho. 


| than that of permiſſion ) much leſs effica- 
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nour him, and deſtroy our ſelves, and yet we 
do it; or When he commands us any thing, 
wherein we diſobey him, bis Will isthere- 
in only permiſſive. Thus Sin, tho ditect. 
ly oppoſite to the Command, is permitted. 


| And fo God is ſaid to have Suffered the 
| peoples manners in the Wilderneſs about forty. 
| years, * as allo in times paſt, he ſuffered all 


Nations es walk in their own ways 1. Not 
that their Ways were acceptable to him, or 
agreeable to his Will, ( in any other ſence 


ſuffered for a time to run their Courſe. For, 
having ſet before them Life and Death, 


aA 0 


partly in his Written Law, and partly in 
their own conſciences, and having em- 
ploy'd all ſuitable Means, Motives, and Rea- 
ſonable Inducements for their chooſing of 


| the one, and refuſing of the other; accord» — | 
ing to his primary Intention of good unto - 


all Men: If nothing leſs than. Invincible 
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Grace will ſerve the turn, God. is not. obli- 
ged to fave all thoſe as it were by Miracle, 
that will not be otherwite ſaved; and. there- 


1 fore permitting obſtinate Perſons. to reap * 


the fruits of their. own Works, his ſeconda- 
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ty intention takes place, namely, the mani] 


feſtation of his Power, Righteoulnels, and 
zuſt Severity upon impenitent Sinners, 


| whereby alſo the preciouſneſs of Grace and 


Mercy is the more conſpicuous to thoſe 
«that receive it. 


Nou, tho? [ike not by any means, that 


àiſtinclion of the Divine Will into Secret 
and Revealed, eſpecially when theſe two 


are made to contradict each other; as if it} 


were God's Secret Will that Men ſhould fin 
and be damned, when his revealed Will 


bids them repent and be ſaved; this is to ſtem} = 


the Current of Scripture, and in effect to 


make void both the Law and Goſpel. 


ay, tho' I approve not this, nor ſhall I bor. 


think the Scripture will allow us to ſay, that 


: the Divine Will is either Poſitive, Precep-| 
tive, or Permiſſive. By Poſitive I meanIrre-| 
ſiſtable, in reference to what God does him 


ro any of the School Diſtinctions; yet | 


elf, or what he poſitively determines to be 
done; Preceptive is with reſpect unto Laws, 


and Mens voluntary obedience thereunto ; | 


permiſſive in reſpect of Sin. And yet this is 


ſitill the fame moſt bleſſed and unchangeable 
Will, as it is the ſame Sun-beams by which | 
ſome ſort of Bodies are hardned, others 


melted, and a third calcined. 
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come now to the laſt part of my Under- 
taking, which is to anſwer ſome of thoſe O“. 
jections, that are wont to puzzle divers. 
people about this matter; but I have an- 
ſwered ſo many already, that have rifen by 
the way, and have enlarged beyond my ex- 
pectation in what is paſt; that I: would: 
think, it ſhould ſpare ſome pains in the 
remainder, For the ſtrength of what now 


ith remains, may be ſumm'd up in a very few- 


Object ions, and anſwered. (I hope ) in not. 
ß EE LOT 

It is matter of eaſy Obſervation, thatthe- 
Objectors do {till ſuppoſe the thing in Que- 


d ion, and what ought to be proved before 1 


the Objections can have any force at all; YN 
as namely, that God's foreknowledpge ofthe. » 


| End makes void the uſe of Means; whereas. 
ir is ſo far from doing that, that the uſe of. 


Means and ſecond Cauſes, is therein ſuppo- 


ſed and imply'd, as the Foundation of ſuch 


Foreknowledge. For if it were poſſible, 
that the force and efficacy of Cauſes could 


de uncertain unto God, the Foreſight of Ef. 


fects would be fo too. Thus, for example,, 


if God foreſee that ſuch a Child ſhall live to ; N 


be a Man of Eminent Eearning, doth this 


| Fore-fight give him leave to be idle, and 
become a Truant every day,? Now. tbe 
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ObjeQors, according to their manner of 
arguing, muſt anſwer in the affirmative, and 
leave the Child to be made a Scholar by 
Miracle. But anſwer, No; for ſuch a Fore- 
fight muſt have ſome Foundation ; it doth 
therefore ſuppoſe, that God for his part, by 
mis daily providence, will continue unto 
hima competent meaſure of health,ſtrength] 
and capacity, and afford him fir means and 
opportunities of becoming Learned; and 
that the Boy for his part, will tudiouſly im- 
ploy and improve the ſame for the beſt ad- 
vantage to that End. Let us now ſee the full 
ſtrength of what is wont to be objected ia} 
- this matter, 1 
Obj. If Gods Fore- knowledge doth aſcer-| 
rain the End, to what purpoſe is the uje of 
means ? An Event can be no more than cer-| 
tain; and if God foreſees that I ſhall certain-| 
ty dye within a year, all the Medicines in the 
World wil! not make me live a day longer. Bui 
If he fore ſees, I ſhall live twenty years, I ſhall| 
not only need no Phyſick, but I may for diver- 
| fon, leap once a day inta a River, or into the! 
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Ocean, wit haut any fear of drowning. I can 


neither fall ſhort of, nor go beyond that fatal\ 
Period which is fixed in Divine Preſcience,\ 

his Object ion leems to make tome little 
aoile, and yet at moſt is but a unn 
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kind of Fallacy, imploy'd only by vulgar 
and untàinking heads, but unworthy a Man 


of good conſideration. It is indeed anſwer- 


ed in what hath been already ſaid; but! 
ſhall add ſomething more in theſe few par- 


ticulars. As firſt, foe oY 
1. This fort of Reaſoning reſembles ſo 
much that of the Devil to our Saviour, that 
it may very well ſeem to challenge the ſame 
Author. If God forſees thou ſhaltlive ma- 
ny years, thou may'ſt leap into the Sea, or 
throw thy ſelf down from a Precipice,(fays 
the Objection) for thou muſt certainly live 
out thy appointed time. * If thou be the 

Son of God, caſt thy ſelf down from this pin 


nacls of the T emple, ( tays the Devil) for 


be ſhall give his Angels charge concernin 
| thee +, Now, as the ground of that Secu- 

rity againſt Dangers, and ſundry Evils men- 
tioned in the gift, Pſalm, at ver. 8. is 


omitted in the Devil's Quotation: So the 


ground of God's Foreſight and cauſe of 
tie Event foreſeen, is omitted in the Obje- 
_ Bien, namely, a prudent care to preſerve 
life. And as the Son of God was never like 
o fall don and worthip the Devil, to any 

| ſober Man that lives to a full Age, is not 


like to attempt deſperate ways to deſtroy 
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himſelf: The Anſwer too, given by ou our | 
Saviour, is proper in this Cale; * Thou | 
ſhalt not tempt the Lord:thy God : For if he | 
foreſees the End, he foreſees allo the means 

conducing thereunto, which means God 
having graciouſly put into thine own hands, | 
_ why ſhouldſt thou tempt him to fave thy | 
life by Miracle, when thou may'ſt preſerve | 
it by thy own Diſcretion? Thus we lee, the | 
Devils Argument, and that of the Objeedi- | 


on, run exactly Parallel. 


Secondly, The Fallacy of this. reaſoning. | 
_ conſiſts partly in joining a Truth and a Falſi- | 
ty together, and make the one to infer the | 
| other, tho? there be no Connexion between 
| them; and partly in leaving out the conſi- | 
deͤeration of that which mult be ſuppos d, to 
make the lence compleat, whether the in * 
| ference be true or falſe: For inſtance, let * 
this be the Argument in ſhort: -# 
God foreſees the End, therefore it wil [ R 


come to paſs. 


1 ſay here, the Propoſition i is true, butthe 4 
; inference (without ſomething elſe ſuppo- 
ſed ) is falſe; for if the illative Particle there- | 
fore, refer only to the word foreſees, there 

| is no good conſequence, ſince Foretight hath | 

730 not Fay 3 as hack (. wn been 


3 — 


- — — — — — —— 


— l, 7 ray —— 


——_— 


V 


8063 — 1 


Wi 


ww | 


* 


_Q D 


"and Man's Free Agency. 5 51 


| proved. That Divine Preſcience doth al- 


cettain the End, is true upon this Account, 
Xthat it beholds the Caules wherein the cer - 


tainty doch conſiſt, but that it doth lo meerly 
ol it (elf, without luppoſition of Cauſes,and 


proper means to effect that end, is falſe. 
God, by his Foreſight, lays no neceſſity up- 
on the Event ; but he foreſees i it in its cau- 
ſes, of which humane Endeavours ordinari- 


ly are no ſmall part. Therefore the {ence of 


the Argument muſt, in this manner, be com- 


| Pleated, before it can be made to conclude 
| any thing. 


God foreſees the cauſes eee of ſuch 5 
Effects, therefore ſuch Effects will fol- 

low; ; not from the foreſight, bur from 
the cauſes foreſeen. 


Thirdly, Let us ſuppoſe, that God fore- 


| fees ſomè ſtrong Man, vigorous and health- 
I ful, ſhall dye within a year, who accord- 


ing to the Courſe of Nature might live twen- 


3 * If this be true, it muſt be true alſo, that 
_ | 4ntemperance, neglect of means, or the like, 
muſt bring him to it: Some caule there muſt 
| be; but naked Foreſight is no cauſe at al}. 
3 Againg W 1790 10 God 0 that ſuch a 
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perſon will live twenty years. If that be t 
true, then, that he ſhould attempt every day 7 
to deſtroy himlelf,muſt be falſe; for if God | 3 
foreſees the one, he foreſees not the other, I tu 
becauſe they are inconſiſtent. He doth not Ie: 
foreſee contradictions to be true, or things 1 

to be that will. never be; as once a wite | tj 
Critick would needs maintain, that When | gt 
FJanah was ſent to preach unto Nine veh, God | nc 
then foreſaw, that City would be deſtroy'd 75 

in forty days, tho it ſtood many years aftey. | ;þ 
But God doth not forelee that. Cauſes will | pe 
produce ſuch Effects as are improper and | fo 
impoſſible ; not that Repentance will pro- 

_ duce Deſtruction, nor that Poiſon, Dyown- | th 
ing, or Debauchery, will produce length of is 
days, and vertuous prudence an untimely ne 
End. In a word, Divine Preſcience beholds | th; 
nat things in parcels, but altogether in one | he 
View: Sees the Iſſues and Periods of all ca 
things, not without, but in conjunction with | pr 

the proper cauſes conducible thereunto. is 

|  Fourtbly, It may not be amiſs to remem- | to 
ber, that as there are ſome true Propoſiti- t 
ons, Which by leaving out a word or two the 
may be made ſalſe: So there are others ng, 
(and thole of Divine Authority) which | gy 
without {omething underſtood, cannot be pla 


— 


made out to be true. Of the firſt ſort is 


5 ; this p f Jo 


| tings, they have a mind to cavil at. Of the 
| other ſort is this, + Yet forty 40 and Ni- 


—_— 


— 
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Fr 


this, * My Doctrine is not mine; and again, 
He that believeth on me, believeth not on mne. 
But this is the Devil's way of quoting Scrip- 
ture, leaving out the Context that ſhonld 
explain it, and in this manner too frequent- 
ly do fome perſons deal with thoſe Wri- 


neveh ſhall be overthrown ; And || Know ye 


not that the unriphteous ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God? Now the Divine Pur- 
| pole for the DeſtruCtion of that City, and 

| for excluding (4) Fornicators, Idolaters, 
Thieves, Drunkards, Extortioners, and 
| | the like, out of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
is denonnced abſolutely without any an- 
nexed Condition; and yet all acknowledge, 

| that ſuch Threatnings are Conditionally to 


be underſtood, and to be executed only in 


| cate of Impenitency : And thus it is in our 
| prelent cate. That God Foreſees the End, 


is true; but it is not the whole Truth, nor 
to be underſtood excluſive of the Means. 

lt is undoubtedly true, that Chriſt foreſaw 
the Deſtruction of Feruſalem; yet we muſt 


not thence infer, that he foreſaw it with - 


plains, How often would I have gathered your 


1 


J. 7.16. Jo. 13. ff Jon. 3-411 Cors. 


out any reſpect to Sin; for thus hecom. 
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Childr.n together, &c. and ye to 
How could it be matter of Complaint thath 


they would not, if the Peoples choice be 
not imply'd ? Either God Forelees, that 


Men will abuſe their Liberty, or he doth 
if not, then neither is he Omniſcient, 
nor are the Scriptures true; if he doth, they g 
ſuch Foreſight is ſo far from taking away 
Mens Liberty, that it confirms it; for Men 
cannot abuſe their Liberty unleſs they have 
it; nor can they uſe it, if the Objection 
have any force, which ſuppoſeth Mens en 
deavours, and 'the uſe of Means to be in} 
Thus then 1 Summ up what hath] 
: been {aid in Anſwer to the Objeftron, | 
God that made the IVorld 21 all thing 
e e ſeeing he is Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, and giveth unto all Life, and Breath] E 


not; 


Vain. 


he 
8 


| E 


as 


and ali things; and hath made of one Blood all g. 
- Nations of Men to dwell upon the Earth, and p 
Deter mined the Times before appointed, and tt 
the Bounds of their Habitation. We ought d 


not to think, 


that the Godhead is like untq d 


Stones, or ſtupid Earth, that he (ſhould bd t 
ignorant either of his own Off. ipring, or of! f: 
the Work of his Hands, or the Bounty q c 


dis Goodneſs. 
| dued Mankind with the Light of Knouf t: 
: — 5 


And having gratiouſly ei 


5 * 17. EE 


f 


Tar 


of ! 
hath 
bel 


2 
I: lids, and witha Faculty of chooſing things 8 


for his good, and avoiding things hurtful; 
he doth not extinguiſh that Sight, nor take 
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that away ſuch power of Election, unleſs it be, 


oth 
ent, 

hel 
vayl 
Men 
ave 
tion 
en. 
Ve in 
hath] 


AN 


as a Puniſhment, for ſome grievous and 
long- continued Provocation. But foraſ- 

much as he beholds at once in his Omni- 
ſciency, the Nature, Vertue, and Activity 
of all Creatures, with the Cauſes, Events, 
and Iſſues of all Things and Actions from 
Everlafting to Everlaſting ; and fince he 
knows moſt perfectly the Heart of Man,, 
the Bent of his Aﬀections, his meaſure of 
Grace, and prevailing Motives ; 
neceſſity Foreknow the various Reſults of 


Man's choice and Liberty of Will, without. 


the leaſt obſtruction to the free Courſe and. ; 


| gether with the Means, and the Effect = 


pending on its proper Caule. He foreſees, 


that ſome Men ſhall not live out & half their 


he muſt of 


ugh! days, but they are ſuch as are bloody and 
untd deceiiful, He foreſees, that + The Years of 
| the [Vicked ſhall be ſuortned; but then he ſhall: 
fall by his own wickedneſs, And to con- 
ry cg clude, he forelees, that || 4 righteous Man. 
yen ſrall prolong hu days; not by daily attempts 
nou} to envoy himſelf, but ah as the Wiſe Man 
1 ® Ti »D 885 Tro. 10. 305 . 11. bo 


_faith + | 
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: faith ) by the fear of the Lora, and in the} © 
„ gs 
Obj. One Objection more, and] have done. | a 
It hath been often ſaid in this Diſcourſe, that | ti 
the Event Foreſcen of God, is certain, and 
will eome to paſs; and again, it bath been aſ- | U 
| ferted, that ſome Events, which have been | C 
Fore ſeen, might poſſibly not have come topaſs3| b 
How can Theſe two Notions agree together ? e 
TI anſwer, frft, that any thing can be k 
certain and uncertain at the 9 . 
and in the fame reſpects, is granted to 8 
de a contradiction; but a thing barely p 
Poſſihle, which may either be, or not be; o 
| i1mpliesno contradiction at all. For as there 
f are many things Poſſible to be, which (hall | ſc 
never came to paſs Actually; ſo other things re 
mall Actually come to pals, which yet Pol- | ts 
TS fibly might not be. Thus it is Poſſible, I n. 
may go to Rome, but tis a thouſand to one, t 
I ſhall never come there; and if it Actually © 
ſo fall out, yet that does not take away the ( 
Poſſibility of going thither; for Learned tc 
Men ſay, * Multa ſutura eſſe que non erunt, E 
e multa poſſe fieri que non fient. On the o- E 
ther hand, ſomething will Actually (that C 
Is certainly) be done this day, which pot- | P 
ſibly might be deferr'd till to morrow : /Uud 


enim ti 
— wr er mer rr ern — — 1 
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E enim un poſſ bile eſt, quo poſi to nullum 
inconveniens. But all this perhaps will better 
appear from the conſderation of theſe par- 
ticulars. 1 1 
1. An Event maybe certain with teſpelt : 
{. | unto God, which is not ſo to us; for nothing 
can be uncertain to him that is Omniſcient; 
; but to us, that know but in part, almoſt 
every thing Future is obſcur'd with ſome 
| 80 of uncertainty. 


An Event may be certain in it ſelf, on 


| 8 0 of certain Cauſes; and yet lup- 
| poling other Cauſes, it would fall out quite 
{ otherwiſe. So that 


3. The certainty of a ſuture Event is ab- ; 


folate in reſpect of God, Hypotheticalin 
| reſpect of it ſelf, but unknown or uncer- wu 
| tain in reſpect of us. That is to ſay, it can 
never ſo fall out, but that he who knows 
the whole train of Cauſes leading to it, muſt 
of neceſſity Foreknow it. But it is the Caules — | 
(ot the Foreknowledge ) which make it 
to be what it is; which being ſuppoſed, e 
Effect certainly follows. Which Certaint | 
extends not to us, who are ignorant of the _ 
; | Cauſes, Let us fee now, how this will ap- : 

- | pear by inſtances. 


Suppole, the French King, beſorehe dye, 


turns Proteſtant 3 Whether it lo fall our or 


1 0. 
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not, God knows; for (as Solomon faith) | |» 
Ihe Kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, | | 
If Conviction or Intereſt oblige him to be- 
come a Proteſtant, the Effect will certainly | ; 
follow; but this is Hypothetical ; that is, 
upon Suppoſition of prevailing Cauſes and 
Mo tives it muſt follow. But to us there can | 
be nothing of Certainty, whilſt we are ig- 
norant of that Princes Intentions, neither 
know how it may pleaſe God to work upon 


— 


—— 


ee, en - 
The Captivity of the Fews was certainly 
 Foreknown unto God, and, together with 
a great Peſtilence foretold by the Prophet 
Feremiab, in a very remarkable and parti- 
_ cular manner: And afterwards, faith the 
Lord, I wil deliver Zedekizh King of Ju- 
_ dah, and his Servants, and the People, and 
| ſuch as are left in this City, from the Peſti- 
lence, from the Sword, and from the Famine, _ 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar King of 
Babylon, aud into the hand of their Enemies, 
Cc. And he adds further, That their City | 
all be given into the hand of the King of 
Babylon, and he ſhall burn it with Fire, Vet 
the ſame Prophet is lent to call them to Re- 
pentance, to prevent even this very Capti- 
vity, and tells them, If ye throughiy amend 
* ov. 21. 1. + Jer. 21. 657 8, 10. Jer. 7. 5.67 : 
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* your 17 ays and your Doings ; if ye ede 
1 execure Judgment between a Man and his 


Neighbour ;, if ye oppreſs not the Stranger, 
oh F at herleſs and the Widdow, and ſhed not 


innocent Blood in this place, neither wall af- 
ter other Gods to your hurt; then will I cauſe 
you to awell in this place, in the Land that 
Iggave to your Fathers, for ever and ever. 
We ſee here a reſerved Condition, and fair 
1 poſſibility of preventing that Eminent Cap- 
tivity, {o much noted in Scripture, and ſo 
much Propheſied. God grant that we, by 
the ſame Method, may earneſtly endeavour 
to prevent another Captivity, which has _ 
(they lay ) been Propheſied too, and which 
ſeverely threatens England at this day. 


I conclude with Adams Tranſgreſſion, 


| | before-meutioned ; which was. moſt cer- 
tainly Foreknown unto God, foraſmuch as 
| * Redemption by the Precious "Blood of Chriſt 
was Foreordained before the foundation of the 1 
World; and tisno leſs certain, that Adam 
had Free Will, and Power to have perſiſted 
Innocent. which ſurely amounts at leaſt to 
a poſſibility of not tranſgreſſing the Divine 
Command. And this conſideration alone is 
enough to anſwer the Objection, and to ſi. 


lence any os that can n be l R 


1 [7 x this matter. 


8 
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ly theſe four: 1. To read the Scriptures Im- 


| breaths in every part; not to build an Hypo- 
_ theſis upon ſome few lingle Expreſſions, fur- 
ther than it may appear, to be conlentane- c< 
ous to the integral Body of Truth contained 
therein. 2. In all myſterious Points, where- it 
in there appears a difficulty, either to affirm d 
or deny, {till to adhere to that ſide which th 
hath the ſurer Evidence; and wherein the Bi 
Word of God is clear and unqueſtionable, A 
to eſteem that the ſtrongeſt Evidence of all; G 
and unto which all Arguments from hu mane ou 
-reaſon, and even Mathematical Demon- an 


2 


. 92 es God? s Forebnomledge, | 


ne have now done; the Uſes l propound to N 
my felf from this Dilcourle are Special-| 


Wo — 


. 
le 
partially, and to value them Equally, upon | ; 
the Account of that Sacred Authority 
ſtampt upon the whole, and the Spirit that 
c 

þ 


ſtration, muſt yield ſubmiſſion. 3. But in on 


uch matters, wherein there appears equal & 
Danger in both extreams, and wherein _ | 
ny Perſon have err'd on either hand; 
take the MIDDLE WAY, and walk i in ir, Ri 
with ſuch Caution and Moderation, as to be x 
Friends with them that tread not the very |; 
ſame eps, and always a to ad mit any W 
further diſcovery of Truth. 4. To repre- 
ſent the Ever- bleſſed God, in the beſt man- f 
5 ner that — be — and moſt TOY 1 


Si | 
*& E 
1 


— z * 
— — — 
— —„— —⅜ 


ad Man's Free Agency. .- OF. 


— ol ſo glorious a Being, cloathed with all 

to Perfection, Beauty and Amiablenets ; not 

al- to render him Monſtrous, like armed Pow- 

m- | er without Benignity ; nor Contemptible 

on | as an ignorant or defective Deity ; but eſ- 
ty | pecially to think of him according to the 
at Notices he has given of himſelf in his reveal- 

0 ed Will; and not to imagine, that either 

ur- . his Eflence, or many times, his Operations 

ne- can ſtoop to my little underſtanding; _ 
ed And if I were fit to give Advice to others, 
re- it ſhould be this, that no Man preſume to 
rm demoliſh the Divine Attributes, and out of: 
ich the ruins thereof, to erect unto himſelf ſome 

the groundleſs Fancy, which like a Caſtle in the 
le, Air, hath nothing Solid to ſupport it; as if. 
all; God could not be juſt to his Creatures with- 
ane out being imperfect in himſelf; Neither let 
on- any Man ſtand diſmayed at the Conſiderati- 
tin on of the Fatal Period; as if God could not 
zual foreknow the Events of things, but either 
ma- ee Juſtice muſt be Arraign'd, or Mar. 


to Degraded to a Machine; for as he that dotu 
nit, Righieouſneſs is Righteous,and by perſeve- 
o be fance therein ſhall undoubtedly be happy; 
very lo he that wilfally perſiſteth in evil doing, is 
Wicked; and without Repentance, muſt ex- 
pect to be inſſerable. But as the former of 
hele. will look upon Divine Preſcience as 


— Ce tes 
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A neceſſity of ſinning, the next thing (and 


Preſence from the inſpection of wicked - T 
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the Cauſe of his Happineſs ; fo neither can 
the latter blame it, as any occalion of his 
P77 EE. 
Let no Man think to arreſt Judgment, by | 
abſurdly chargiog his own Prevaricatious| 
upon Divine perfection; as if a Man ſhould | 
urge, that becauſe God is perfect in all his 
Attributes, he was therefore obliged to be 
wicked in all his Actions: Who would not 
bluſh at the Impudence and Abſurdity of 
uch a Plea? Preſcience is a Perſection which 
God cannot want and preſerve his Divinity; 
dut to make it a Cauſe of Mans Miſery, were 
to make it an imperſection. It is no leſs eſ. 
lential to the Divine Nature than Omnipre- * 
ſence; and thoſe that will dare to Rætort “ 
their wickedneſs upon God, may make this 
Attribute as Criminal as the other, For if © 
Men will not truſt God with the Foreknow-, 


= ledge oh SAL Actions, ef that ſhould inter 
L 


with equal reaſon) will be to feclude Divine 


neſs, left God ſhould that way become ac- 
ceſſary thereunto. If a naked Foreknow- 


Tedgeof Evil, be any caule of it, why notes 
actual Preſence at the Evil committed? 

But the Scripture doth better inform us, fn 

we concerning the Cauſes of good and evil, and 
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we 


ol Mans Happinels and Infelicity, than the * 
; ſhallow reatonings of tome Perlons, who 


yet pretend to be wile above others. There 


We are taught, that Man's happineſs depends 
upon the Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, fre- 
ly offered to reaſonable Creatures, and wil- 
| lingly accepted by them. That the Soul, not 
by any blind fatality, but by rational induce- 
ments and the uſe of proper Means, being 
convinced of the Evil and Danger of Sin, and 
directed the way to Salvation, is brought to 


: luch a Belief of the Goſpel, and ſuch a volun- 
ty 


aer [irs Pegon, the | — 
this 7*/s of our ſins, according to the riches of his 


tary Obedience thereunto, as may render the 
Per ſon acceptable with God through the me- 

rits of our Bleſſed Saviour; * In whom we 
have redempti cn through his blood, the forgives 


i CR ns oe CIP 
1 And then the cauſe of Man's Sin and Mi. 


infer. 


iery doth conſiſt, not in Divine Preſcience, 
but in the Prevalency of Corruption and 
Temptation, ariſing partly from an Original 
Taint, and partly from a wilful Purſuis of ir- 
regular Appetite after the plealures of ſenſe; 
dy which means, the Affections being beſot- 
ted and the heart hardened againſt Realons 


Without, and Motions within, there is at laſt 


FE 
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upon the Soul. Bur let no man ſay werber 1 3 
rempted, I am tempted of God, for God cannot 

be tempted with Evil, neither tempteth he any 
mnan. But every man is tempted, when he is 
8 n away of bis. own Luſt and enticed, Jam. 4 
8 7 

5 "Thais « are ſuch cauſes of Good and Evil, | 
that a diligent obſerver may eaſily ſee and 
feel their Efficacy; but how a naked Preſci. 
ence ſhould operate, what others do, [| know. 
not. I can by no means underſtand.” But this 
I conclude for certain, that God is Righte- | 
ous in all his ways, both with reſpect unto. | 
the caules of Good and Evil, and their Re- 
wards or Gonſequents. His Judgments will 
one day appear to be according ro Truth, 
Without the leaſt diminution of his other per- 
fections; namely, Unto them that are con- 
tentious and obey not the Truth, but obey Un- 

| righteouſneſs, Indignation and W, rath ; but to 
 nhem who by patient continuance in in well do- 
ing, ſeek for Glory and Honour and Iamor- 
” ray, Eterna ain Rom. „ 
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